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Cover Text: “Amen I say to you, 
as long as you did it for one of 
these, the least of my brethren, you 
did it for me” (Mt. 25, 40). This 
brings us to the very heart of 
Christianity. God has united hu- 
manity into a closely knit family, 
whose God-given vocation is to 
form a Body pulsing with the liv- 
ing stream of grace, and of which 
the Incarnate Word is the Head. 
In other words, union and mutual 
aid are its necessary functions. God 
is love. Those who have banished 
charity by cutting themselves off 
from their brothers, by closing 
their eyes to their distress, by giv- 
ing them but a barren sympathy, 
will find His countenance unbear- 
able. What is the remedy? There 
is only one: to return to the golden 
rule: to consider, respect, love, 
help and serve Christ in the hum- 
blest of His brothers. 
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Clarius Explendescit 


Postouic LETTER DECLARING ST. CLARE PATRONESS OF TELEVISION 


February 14, 1958 
August 21, 1958 Acta Apostolicae Sedis 


Translated by Xavier Carroll O.F.M. 


‘ng inventions that compel the admiration of all continues to develop and 
specially in these times. The Church, far from being opposed to these ad- 
fances in culture and the technical arts, is not only happy over these new 
fids to knowledge and daily living, so long as they are put to good purposes, 
Sut makes free use of them in teaching truth and promoting religious ends. 
Among these cleverly devised inventions is numbered television, an instru- 
nent “whereby viewers may see and hear distant events at the very same 
time as they are happening almost as though they were present at them” 
} Miranda Prorsus). 

| It escapes no one—and we ourselves have already pointed it out—that 
this wonderful invention can be the source of the greatest usefulness and, 
it the same time, the greatest dangers. It makes available an unusual op- 
ortunity to reach souls, even within the walls of the home. Therefore it is 
spparent that this invention is in need of heavenly surveillance whereby 
tvils may be avoided and good and even salutary uses may be fostered. A 
itting Patron of television is Saint Clare who, as we recall, on a certain 
Whristmas eve in Assisi, as she lay ill in the dormitory heard, as though 
he were present, the pious chant swelling at the sacred services taking 
lace in the church of St. Francis, and also saw the crib of the Divine 
child. Therefore, may Clare, so distinguished for her shining purity and so 
senerous in offering heavenly light in times of darkness, take this invention 
minder her care and provide that the truth and virtue which must underly 
he civil order may burn the more brightly by reason of this remarkable 


Betrament. 
Therefore, we gladly comply with the request which our Venerable 


3rother Joseph Placid Nicolini, Bishop of Assisi, the moderators of the 
‘our Franciscan Families and other distinguished men have made to us and 
vith which many Cardinals of the Holy Roman Church, Archbishops and 
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Bishops have been in accord. Since such is the case we therefore, after con- 
sultation with the Sacred Congregation of Rites, with full understanding 
and mature deliberation, make, constitute, and declare, with the fullness 
of our Apostolic authority, by virtue of these Letters and in perpetuity, 
Saint Clare, the Virgin of Assisi, heavenly Patroness cf Television, togethe 
with all the privileges and liturgical honors becoming a Patron of this kind 
Anything whatsoever to the contrary is not withstanding. This we declar 
and establish, directing that these Letters present be preserved firm, whol 
and efficacious; that they accomplish and obtain their full and entire effects; 
that they be fully supported now and in the future in all things to which; 
they have reference now or in the future; that they be thus rightly under? 
stood and defined; that henceforth anything not in accord with these, by) 
whomever or whatever authority it be attempted, whether knowingly ox 
unknowingly, be null and void. 


Given at St. Peter’s in Rome, under the seal of the Fisherman, this Four 
teenth day of February, 1958, the 19th year of our Pontificate. 


Pore Pius xu 


English Translation of International Constitutions Approved 


Through the Religious News Service the Executive Secretary of the Thira 
Order, Fr. Philip Marquard O.F.M., was notified that the English transla 
tion of the International Third Order Constitutions have been approved ix 
their translation. As soon as the translation is in hand, they will be pul 
lished for distribution to the Provinces. We have just received the officiat 
translation of the Constitutions in German. The booklet also contains thi 
full text of the Third Order Rule, the document of the Sacred Congregatiow 
of Religious approving the Latin version of the Constitutions, the decree | 
the four Ministers General approving the German version, the Apostolil) 
Constitution “Misericors Dei Filius” of Pope Leo XIII promulgating thk 
present Rule of the Third Order, the allocution “Franciscan Vision of Life” 
of Pope Pius XII of July 1, 1956, together with table of contents and a ver»! 
complete index to the Constitutions. 


The Marrow of the Gospel 


Directors and tertiaries who are deeply interested in applying the spirit cl 
the First Order rule to Third Order life will welcome the publication | 
The Marrow of the Gospel translated and edited by Ignatius Brady O.F.\ 
This book is a study of the Rule of Saint Francis made by a group of Ge! 
man scholars. In studying the spirit of the First Order Rule, light is als: 
thrown on the Rule of the Third Order and the basic concepts of “Brothe) 
liness,” “poverty,” and other Franciscan virtues are brought out striking) 
in this fresh approach to the Rule of the Friars Minor. Directors looking 
for conference material will find here a rich source of supply. (Franciseat 


Herald Press, 356 pages, $5.00). 
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Can We Chauge the Climate 


HE WISDOM OF AGE SEEKS means to accomplish a goal. Youth’s enthusiasm 
fsees the goal already attained and flies over all obstacles to it. 

St. Francis was like that. And the movement he enkindled and which is 
red constantly through the centuries comes from youthful souls (though 
thodies may be aging and aged!) whose minds and hearts run a direct and 
simple route from concept to goal. 

Obstacles mean nothing if the prize is worth the running. 

The Third Order, in its youthful enthusiasm a few years ago, undertook 
to change the flow of a whole generation away from the sucking ensnare- 
‘ment into drain-like swirl of secularized Sundays. It undertook to change a 
conscience-climate that had allowed Sunday to pass into desuetude. “Stop! 
Don’t Shop On Sunday” was the first slogan and it took shape and form in 
writing, in posters, in stickers, bumper posters. Organizations in the Church 
took up the plea. A pamphlet was produced by Ave Maria Press that an- 
‘nounced the slogan on its very cover and it was sent out to every pastor in 


the country. 


Legislators have argued the point; laws have been introduced on state 
and local levels. Supreme courts of states have ruled for and against such 


legislation. 
And though law can support a precept, still it rests with us to continue to 
educate the public conscience. The articles that follow were a symposium 
given by tertiary youth at the Third Order Youth Convention. They mani- 
fest not only the enthusiasm of youthful idealism but the practical wisdom 
of seeking means to implement the accomplishment of the goal. 

Every fraternity council can ponder these articles and pass their contents 
on to its membership. Tertiaries of America have, we believe, shown that 
their lives and their actions have succeeded in changing the Sunday Shop- 


ping climate! © 
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At the Third Order Youth Convention held at St. Bonaventure; 
University in August, Fr. Raymond Oosdyke O.F.M. Cony.,, 
former Commissary Provincial (16) brings a fresh approach| 
to the idea of “penance” by telling the youth to “get unstuck! 


from this world”... 


Our Lady of Lourdes aud Peuauce 


By Raymond Oosdyke O.F.M. Conv.y 


L. YOU HAVE EVER been to Lourdes, 
the first thing that strikes your eyes 
as you descend from the train is the 
huge bulk of the Pyrenees Mountains 
huddled together like so many foot- 
ball players. Mountains have their 
own peculiarities. In Spain, they seem 
like so many purple stars fallen from 
Heaven; in Portugal, they are clothed 
with the grey of St. Francis; and in 
Italy, they are all wearing white 
plumed hats. 


The Shrine of Lourdes 


After you walk through the great 
iron gate guarding Our Lady’s shrine, 
you find yourself in Shrine grounds, 
having the atmosphere of an open- 
air cathedral. There are Stations of 
the Cross with figures so life-like and 
life-sized that you feel for Our Lord 
and Our Lady’s sufferings. ‘Then there 
are the great spires pointing to Hea- 
ven where Our Lady came from in 
order to appear here—the spear-like 
spires of the tripled tiered Church of 
the Rosary. There are no signs re- 
questing no smoking or silence and 
yet no one smoked, and over the en- 
ire grounds was an air of reverential 
silence. 
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Let me give you an example. One’ 
day there were over a thousand ment! 
from the Belgian army and the nex 
day about five thousand from the 
French army; and if you don’t be 
lieve the Shrine atmosphere does 
something to you, you should haves 
seen these soldiers going from the 
Stations of the Cross to the Grottc) 
and all the time with the reverence off 
seminarians, 

I have only mentioned French anc 
Belgian, but at Lourdes I met more) 
nationalities than at any other placed 
in Europe, perhaps Vatican City ex: 
cepted. Here you see dark Italians 
blond Germans, strapping Irish from} 
Shannon, very reserved Englishmen:} 
a lanky Scot in gay kilts, a medica:} 
student from Australia, a  colorec 
priest from Africa—here was_ reall! 
the United Nations representative’) 
from practically all of the countrie!) 
of the world strung together like bead} 
on a Rosary and the chain that uniteq) 
them was love for the Mother of Gow 

-a devotion that encircles the globe: 


All pilgrims to Lourdes go righ) 
down to the Grotto where Our Lad) 
appeared to Bernadette. You look u 
at the stony hillside and in the low 
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tight hand corner of this rock is the 
matural niche where Mary stood. Now 
fa statue stands there in the pale blue 
find white—the way Bernadette saw 
er. On either side of the Grotto are 
rim racks of crutches and braces. In 


hous altar; out in the open are rows 
of kneeling benches. 


ery spot where Mary stood and there 
hold up her Divine Son in the Sacred 


Lourdes seems filled with the super- 
natural. You feel that you only have 
{to lift your hands in prayer and Our 
Lady will put those prayers directly 
jinto the Hands of God. 


A Day at Lourdes 


In the morning after Mass the 
baths of Lourdes receive a constant 
‘low of pilgrims, some sick in body, 
Some in soul, who slip into the cold, 
iraculous water. Ever so often the 
same Blessed Mother who asked her 
Son to change water into wine at 
Cana, obtains from her Son, through 
these waters, a complete change 
rom sickness, spiritual or physical, to 
dlessed health. 

In the afternoon at 4 o’clock there 
is the Procession with the Blessed 
Sacrament. All the bells ring out wild- 
ly in the towers, announcing the tri- 
umphal entry of Jesu Hostia into the 
Shrine grounds. Already assembled 
from the hospitals of the world is every 
type of patient and malady. Now the 
procession begins with little girls 
dressed in the peasant garb of Berna- 
dette, followed by candle-bearing al- 
tar boys. Then under a canopy of 
green and gold comes Our Lord him- 
self, humbly hiding his divinity just 
as he did at his entry into Jerusalem, 
but with the same infinite love for 
poor suffering humanity. Prayers are 
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recited and hymns are sung. It is dur- 
ing this procession that most of the 
miracles take place, the biggest being 
those that cannot be seen, namely, 
not a man standing up from his wheel 
chair, or wildly throwing away his 
crutches, but someone touched to the 
heart and cleansed from the leprosy 
of sin. 


In the evening Lourdes has a Can- 
dle light procession. Imagine over a 
mile long march of men and women 
winding in and around the Shrine 
park, each carrying a candle and pray- 
ing the Rosary, The whole flickering 
procession looks like a glittering ros- 
ary of golden beads. Then in front of 
the Church, the vast throng sings the 
Hymn of Lourdes with its recurring 
Ave, Ave, Ave Maria. You recall what 
Our Lady predicted: “All generations 
shall call Me blessed,” and your heart 
thrills as you realize—this is it! 


Lourdes seems filled with groups of 
volunteer stretcher-bearers. You can 
tell them by the distinctive leather or 
linen harness looped over their shoul- 
ders. Who are these men? Anybody! 
Bakers, barons, lawyers or laborers, 
they give of their time from a few 
days to a few months. Sometimes they 
put in fourteen hours a day as train 
loads of suffering humanity lying like 
the crucified on beds of pain beg to 
be taken to the Grotto or the baths of 
Lourdes. And this is what strikes you 
most at Lourdes—inside Lourdes peo- 
ple are better, piety toward God, love 
for his Mother, kindness toward our 
neighbor, hover in the sacred air. 
Human beings seem completely taken 
with honoring God and his Mother, 
and secondly to love and help their 
neighbor. No one has ever visited 
Lourdes without experiencing some- 
thing of the Love of God and Our 
Lady. How explain it, but that the 
Mother of God once stood in this 
place and her spirit lingers over it. 
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Main thought of this convention 


But what is most easily forgotten 
and so seldom mentioned is that in the 
ninth apparition, Our Lady asked 
Bernadette for penance and wanted 
all who visited her and who called on 
her to do penance. 

You know I can never meditate on 
the fourth Station of the Cross with- 
out thinking of how hurt Our Lord 
must have been to see his Mother 
suffering so. For example, “No mat- 
ter what you do to me, with the help 
of God’s grace Ill forgive you, but 
if you hurt my mother, God help you, 
because Ill need a special grace to 
forgive you.” And to think Jesus for- 
gives us the hurt we have done to His 
Mother. 

And that’s why Our Lady, whose 
mind, heart, and will were ever per- 
fectly attuned to the mind, heart, and 
will of her Divine Son, in each of her 
apparitions has asked for penance, 
for reparation, for mankind to stop 
breaking the Heart of her Divine Son. 


Everyone a Child of Mary 


But in simple language and method 
how can you go back home and do 
the penance your Blessed Mother calls 
for? 

Some days ago it was pointed out 
to me that the Spanish word for con- 
version literally means to become un- 
stuck. Notice how much sharper that 
is than the word “detached,” or even 
to “turn your back on.” You know 
what it means to be stuck to, or to be 
stuck on someone, to be stuck on the 
world which is Christ’s greatest enemy, 
Look how the world dresses for sum- 
mer. Listen to the words in its so- 
called love songs. Hear it teach that 
pleasure is the main purpose of life. 
It speaks of love, but never of sacri- 
fice. It calls for night and day enjoy- 
ment. Now, being human, how are 
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you going to get un-stuck from all 
that? 
Well, everyone of you calls youre 
a child of Mary. And you should. 
But don’t forget that Mary was also 
ene of us. In all things except sin | 
Mary was one of us. The soft winds 
and rains of spring were gentle on her 
face. The Palestinian summer sun 
bronzed her face and the winter winds 
chilled her. Wasn’t her little home 
like any other in the quiet village of 
Nazareth? A spinning wheel by the 
hearth, brown crusted bread in the 
oven, a jaunty plume of blue smoke } 
curling from the chimney. It was be- - 
tween the fireplace and the well, be- - 
tween the loom and the broom, be- - 
tween the kitchen and her garden, 
Mary passed uneventful hours of a 
life as ordinary as yours and mine. 


If you want some colorful or dra- 
matic patron among women saints, . 
you would do well to skip the ordinary 
house-wife of Nazareth. If you want 
someone glamorous to imitate take St. 
Joan of Arc, in silver armor on a 
stately white charger, leading an army 
into battle. Or take St. Catherine of 
Siena, the counsellor of Popes and } 
Kings, actually going back and forth 
across Europe making peace betwellil 
enemy camps. Or take St. Elizabeth 1 
of Hungary, a glittering Queen, living » 
her life of hidden sainthood in the 
pomp and glory of a medieval court. | 
But never forget the highest saint in : 
Heaven is still a simple mother, a7 
quiet home-body, whose world wes 
bounded by walls and windows. | 

And for this very reason I want you / 
to take her for your Mother and? 
model. To the indifferent glance of i 
this world are not all of you just ordi- 
nary people? You'll go quietly back} 
to your hometown, and I'll go back} 
to the sleep quiet of the Amish and{ 
Menonite Indiana country-side. No-} 
nody knew of our coming here and} 


best friends may see us carrying 
Walise and say, “You been away?” 


yt you take just one additional step 
like Mary (un-stuck from. this 
rid) live that common place life 
& God? Don’t you see that every 
tne Mary built a fire on the hearth, 
® could say, “I’m warming this room 
God.” Everytime she set the table, 
('m setting this table for God!” And 
hatever she did was done for God. 
f ordinary, commonplace life? Ab- 
futely! But an ordinary and com- 
Onplace life lived for God. 


an you do that? Can you go back 
tme to work, to school, to the same 
face and duties you left to come here 
id live the rest of your life for God, 
e Mary? You Can! It should be 
fsimple as these five words, “All for 
sus through Mary.” Say this fre- 
tently during the day and I don’t 
ire if you work in an office or drive 
truck, whether you operate a switch 
sard or ironing board, whether you 
i stomachs or gas tanks, the good 
od will accept all you say and do as 
little act of penance or reparation. 


How many hours do you give to 
od in a week? I mean directly and 
ecifically to God. Count your Sun- 
ty Mass and even daily Mass, your 
ght and morning prayers, your daily 
sary, and if you don’t give God more 
an three to six hours a week, at the 
id of seventy years what a pathetic 
tle pile of merit for Heaven com- 
ired to the massive mountain of life 
ved, and work done, but useless for 
ernity. 

But say daily, “All for Jesus through 
fary,’ and you make out of your 
hool desk, kitchen table, your work 
snch or office desk an altar on which 
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all is sacrificed to God. Naturally in 
order that your work be acceptable to 
God you must be in the state of 
grace. God doesn’t accept offerings 
from hands that are filthy. 

My classmates from the West used 
to say, “Nothing can compare to a 
Wyoming sunset.” Since then I read 
that these most gorgeous sunsets are 
caused by our central sun pouring its 
golden beams on millions of tiny par- 
ticles of common dust hanging in the © 
atmosphere, giving us the purples and 
pinks, the orange and scarlet that turn 
the western sky into a autumn hillside 
of color. Just so, this central good in- 
tention turns every word and deed of 
onr common ordinary everyday life 
into a beautiful spectacle in the eyes 
of God. 

Love, sacrifice, and penance 

are synonymous 

After all love has never been shown 
by one great act. It is always a series. 
God’s love is serial. It is a demonstra- 
tive love shown over and over again. 
So is that of God’s Mother; so was 
that of our parents. So must ours be. 
Let’s prove that. 

God’s love shown in the works of 
creation took six days or epochs. God’s 
love was shown to his chosen people 
in the form of prophets and leaders. 
Finally, God sent His only begotten 
Son, as one of those for whom he had 
done all things—he sent him in the 
form of Man. The God-Man. 

Now, “greater love than this no 
man hath than to lay down his life 
for the one he loves.” Love can do 
no more. Notice therefore when you 
speak of the love of God, it can never 
be classified as sentimental or selfish. 

Recall that scene in Our Lord’s 
holy life when the women of Jerus- 
alem wept over him. They had reason 
to weep. They saw him who had 
worked so many miracles with his 
brow encircled with ugly thorns, his 
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battered body bent beneath a heavy 
cross, an innocent man unjustly con- 
demned to a most cruel death. And 
they wept. But Jesus turned to them 
as if showing he didn’t want their 
sympathy and their pity, for he says, 
“Weep not for Me who am innocent, 
but weep for yourselves and your chil- 
dren.” He wants their love, but not 
the kind that would weep at seeing 
an innocent man beaten and con- 
demned, but a love that would weep 
because of what sin had done to the 


person of God! 


Believe me, there is a greater po- 
tential for love and sacrifice in the 
hearts and minds of men now than at 
any other time in the last 400 years, 
otherwise whence came the false de- 
votees numbering in millions who 
sacrificed their all for totalitarianism, 
from whence the fanaticism, the burn- 
ing zeal, and blazing devotedness of 
the Communists. Dll tell you. People 
are tired of a liberalism that denied 
there was a truth or love worth dying 
for and therefore one worthy to live 
for. In this so-called age of ease and 
luxury how did a couple hundred 
thousand American men make the 
complete sacrifice of their lives in 
World War II and the Korean Con- 
flict? except that there was a tremend- 
ous reserve for love and truth in their 
hearts for which they even were will- 
ing to die. 

Love and suffering are universal. 
This generation may one day be classi- 
fied by historians as the most unhappy 
that ever lived unless it learns that 
love and sacrifice are synonymous. 
Sacrifice and love are siamese twins. 
For example, there is no quantative 
difference between the two since there 
is no difference between a toothache 
in Khrushchev and a toothache in a 
saint. There is no difference between 
a Carmelite or Poor Clare in fasting 
from meat and sweets and a fat lady 
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dieting from the same. 

What makes the difference be 
suffering and sacrifice, between f, 
ing and dieting? One word! Lo 
The unselfish love of God. Saeri 
without love of God is suffering; s 
fering with and for the love of G 
sacrifice. 

The Trappist monk who gets up} 
2 A.M. to pray for the sins of f 
world is undergoing the same disco} 

| 


fort as the milkman or baker; 
what a difference in their intenti 
and attitude of soul. ) 

I think people work hard enous 
suffer enough, are lonely enough, t; 
so much of it is wasted, by not end 
ing it or offering it for the love 
God. 

You know why I think God becai 
a Man—because he loved us, an 
believe his greatest disappointment: 
his disciples and us was worse than 
physical agony on Golgotha. He we 
through heart and bodily suffering | 
none of us would be able to say, “ 
doesn’t know what it is to suffer.” 


Conclusion 


The only antidote for sentimen: 
or selfish love is deep personal, sé 
sacrificing love for Christ, or oth: 
wise you are going to go home as lox 
ly as you came here, you’re like 1 
little child sent to bed, who came ba 
to complain, “I don’t want to be the 
alone.” Mother said: “But Jesus is | 
your pillow.” “I know that, buti 
want someone with skin on.” | 

We all want someone with skin «| 
perhaps that’s why God became) 
Man. i 

St. Bernard said: “We are attract} 
to fall in love with Christ because | 
his humanity. For example, was Tel 
ever loved in a more human way thi 
when at the Last Supper John rest) 
his head on the bosom of Our Lory 
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took, you people came here for 
ething. You want to take home 
hnething. Well, then listen to this. 
} need to come out of this Conven- 
with a Crusade! Not political, in 
ich men put their trust and con- 
fence in a fellow human being. Not 
in the kind that sent the Catholic 
futh of the world out to free the 
yly Land. We need a Crusade in 
ich you tertiaries would be so un- 
ick from this world that you would 
fe to go against its ideas of dress, 
e, and loyalty. A Crusade for pen- 
e that Our Mother asked of us a 
indred years ago and is more needed 
world peace now than it was then. 
fere may have been several thou- 
hd words in this address but all I 
& you to remember in order to per- 
fm the penance Our Lady asked for 
} Lourdes is five—‘“All for Jesus 
tough Mary.” 

For I can hear our Blessed Mother 
f to you and to me right now the 
me words our own mother’s said so 
fen, but Our Lady has a slightly 
ferent inflection in her voice as she 
ys, “My child, what on earth are 
u doing for Heaven’s sake?” e 


New York —(NC)—A ''Sunday 
ode for Catholics’ urging proper 
ibservance of the Sabbath, has 
»een issued here by a group of 
Datholic lay men and women in the 
nusiness world. 


_ Advocates of the code seek to 
sledge Catholics not to do “any un- 
necessary buying, selling or shop- 
sing on Sunday." It calls for 
‘deeper family unity through Sun- 
Jay family worship." 


The code was drawn up by mem- 
sers of the New York Professional 
sodality, composed of Catholic pro- 
fessional men and women. 
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It was made public during the 
Sodality Congress of the Lay Apos- 
tolate, held here and attended by 
some 2,000 delegates from all over 


the U.S. and Canada. 


The text of the code follows: 
To keep holy the Sabbath day— 


—I WILL be on time for Sunday 
Mass. 


| WILL devoutly participate in 
offering the Holy Sacrifice by using 
the missal. 

— | WILL adopt as my general 
practice the reception of the Holy 
Eucharist each Sunday. 

—I WILL join in the prayers for 
peace and the conversion of Russia 
at the end of the Mass. 

—| WILL attempt to foster 
deeper family unity through Sunday 
family worship. 

—I WILL support the Church in 
every way in which my talents or my 
resources can advance the cause of 
Our Lord. 

—I WILL seek that rest and re- 
laxation that befits the Sabbath and 
strengthens family ties, remember- 
ing that my conduct gives good or 
bad example. 

—| WILL take advantage of the 
leisure provided on this day to 
broaden my knowledge of Christian 
principles and teachings as found in 
the many Catholic publications. 

—| WILL NOT perform any un- 
necessary servile work. 

—| WILL NOT do any unneces- 
sary buying, selling or shopping on 
Sunday. 

—| WILL remember that the ac- 
tivities of Saturday, the eve of the 
Lord's day, should fittingly prepare 
me for, and not interfere with the 
reception of the great blessings and 
graces God has reserved for me on 
his day. 
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1 bs IS EARLY EVENING in a small fish- 
ing village on the eastern side of the 
Jordan River known as Decapolis. 
A crowd was gathered respectively 
about the tall, majestic Figure of the 


Prophet from Galilee, the Christ. 
Then a new figure, a young man, 
comes into the group. From his costly 
and well-groomed appearance, it is 
evident that he is not only wealthy, 
but a respected man of authority and 
position as well, The crowd, noting 
his authoritative mien, separates and 
permits him to walk unmolested 
straight to the Figure in the center of 
the group. Dropping to one knee with 
a gesture of sincere courtesy and def- 
erence, the young man addressed 
himself to Jesus: 

“Good Master, what must I do to 
possess everlasting hfe?” 

We are told that Chnist looked 
down at the earnest, straight, well- 
groomed youth who knelt before Him 
and then gave one simple answer—a 
formula so clear-cut in its eloquence 
that there was no mistaking it— 

“If you wish life eternal, keep the 
Commandments!” 

*€ = = 

We Catholics realize full well that 
our eternal salvation does not depend 
on Faith alone, but also on keeping 
the commandments. Our Faith teaches 
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us what God is, what he has doi 
for us, and what he has destined 
us in the next life. But we must al} 
know the Will of God and do it. Nel 
this Will is expressed very clearly f 
us in the Ten Commandments. T. 
fore, it is just as important for us } 
keep God's Commandments as it t 
for us to believe in him. And high ¢ 
the list of Commandments is the ox 
which refers to the way in which ] 
expects, or more precisely, demani 
that we honor him on a special day. 
God left nothing to man’s weak ij 
5 S 4 
terpretations when he explained I 
Commandments. Concerning ft! 
third he emphatically stated: “O§ 
serve the day of the Sabbath, to sam 
tify it, 
As the Lord your God has com 
manded you. 
Six days shall you labor, 
And shall do all your works. 
The seventh is the day of t 
Sabbath, 
That is the rest of the Lom 
Deuteronomy 5, 12-14). 


The importance of forming a som 
conscience built around the true m1! 
ture of the holiness of Sunday 
been stated many times by both po 
and bishops. Some years ago, 0) 
recent Holy Father, Pius XII, ma¢ 
this strong statement: “Sunday is t 
day of the Lord, and around 
question the forces of good and 
rally in our world today. Upon t 
outcome of that struggle, will depe 
the way which our world will go 
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fird Plenary Council at Baltimore 
~phasized that one important meas- 
® of a country’s spiritual life is its 
servance of Sunday. Looking at the 
‘ecay of religion” in European coun- 


Jirst, grasping avarice which felt that 
ould not afford to spare the day to 
)d. Then unwise governments, yield- 
y to the pressure of these greedy 
#rchants, relaxed the laws which for 
‘ny centuries had guarded the day’s 
bredness—forgetting that there are 
rtain fundamental principles which 
ht not to be sacrificed to popular 
price or greed. And last, when as 
ally happens, neglect of Religion 
d passed, by lapse of time into hos- 
ty of Religion, this growing neglect 
§the Lord’s day was easily made use 
) as a means to bring Religion itself 
to contempt.” 


ommunity Climate 


1To realize that this is actually hap- 
ning in the United States one need 
ly listen briefly to the clever adver- 
ements on radio and TV, or check 
e ads of any large city daily paper. 
“his is your favorite car-dealer in- 
ting you to stop and look at our 
59 models. We are open all day 
inday for your convenience.’—*‘Sun- 
ty Sale. All dresses on sale. Save! 
we! Open all day Sunday from 9 to 

—Then consider the number of 
‘ople, among them so-called Cath- 
ics, who find Sunday not only a 
mvenient shopping day, but also a 
ost tempting time to catch up on 
ores. It starts out with just a few 
inutes weeding in the garden, then 
ows to a half hour of running the 
wn mower, then to dismantling the 
r, building a new drive-way, hang- 
¢ out the wash. What we often fail 
see is that each one of our actions, 
ywever small, helps build a “Social 
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Climate.” It may not be sinful, in one 
particular case, to spend an hour 
painting the front gate on Sunday. 
And it may not be sinful, at one time 
or another, to buy the groceries on the 
way home from Mass. But actions 
like these cause scandal, in the truest 
sense. These small deeds set an ex- 
ample, and added to the deeds of 
thousands like us, set a community 
climate in which it becomes easy to 
violate the Sabbath because “every- 
one does it.” 

What we need to do, then, in order 
to keep alive those beautiful ideals 
which God holds up for us in the Ten 
Commandments is to develop a truly 
Christian spirit which, by contrast to 
this pagan spirit, asks itself periodi- 
cally: “What little extra things can I 
do to make my Sunday more holy?” 
For some years this Christian spirit 
has been aroused in the Third Order 
by many groups of tertiaries who have 
attempted by effective publicity to 
inake Catholics and non-Catholics 
alike aware of their responsibilities in 
this regard. They have published 
pamphlets, written articles, given lec- 
tures. What then, can we, the Fran- 
ciscan Youth, do to help to sanctify 
the Sunday for God? 


What To Do 
If we would make practical and 
fruitful this apostolate, we must first 
of all know what has been done and 
is being done about it at the present 
time in order that our principles may 
be clear-cut and strong. Some valu- 
able reading in this direction might be 
begun with the pamphlet, “Stop! 
Don’t Shop on Sunday” by Bob Sen- 
sor. Through such reading and re- 
flection we should be aware and firmly 

convinced that: 
1. Sunday is an extra day of the 

week. 


2. That Sunday belongs to God 
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and therefore must be kept 
holy. 

“Give Sunday back to God, to 
Christ, to the Church” the Holy Fa- 
ther has pleaded. We, the Catholic 
Youth, can surely set an example here. 
All of us have been taught the beauty 
of the Liturgy; we have been told of 
the tremendous value of the Holy Sac- 
rifice of the Mass. It may well be that 
our parents have, through the years, 
lost a bit of their youthful fervor and 
zest for the Mass because it has been 
so long since they have sat in a Reli- 
gious Class, but we have the wonder 
and dignity of Christ’s unbloody Sac- 
rifice brought home to us by our 
Priests, Sisters and Brothers every year 
of our school lives. If we are to sanc- 
tify the Sunday, let us start with the 
source of all sanctity—the Holy Mass. 
Let us try to realize, as St. Francis 
did, the reverence with which _we 
ought to attend every Holy Mass. Let 
us learn that spirit ourselves and then, 
when we have begun to grasp it fully, 
pass it on to others. Our enthusiasm 
will make it contagious, and with a bit 
of zeal, we should not find it difficult 
to inspire others to a like reverence 
and respect. And, while we are about 
it, how about the use of that Missal 
for Mass? We haven't outgrown it 
when we left Grade School; in fact, 
we ought to be understanding its use 
far more now than we ever did. 

In many families it is absolutely 
taboo to read the Sunday funnies be- 
fore Mass. Here is another worth- 
while point; put first things first. Let’s 
not clutter up our minds with the do- 
ings of Little Iodine or Dennis the 
Menace until we've first given them 
to God in the prayers of the Mass. 

From the time, when, as first grad- 
listened wide-eyed to every 
word that Sister said, we have been 
told that the true completion of every 
Holy Mass is the reception of Holy 


ers, we 
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Communion. If we are really in eary 
est about the apostolate of the sanett 
fication of Sunday, ought we 7 
make a sincere resolution to receiv 
Holy Communion at every Sundg 
Mass we attend? And to round o 
the possibilities of sanctifying Sundé 
in the Church itself, let’s not overloc 
or pass over lightly the afternoon ¢ 
evening devotions. Over the lengy 
and breadth of this land of ours a 
thousands of Catholic churches who 
bells weekly ring out their appeal f 
worshippers for Sunday  afternog 
services to an_ utterly unheeditl 
Youth. Could we not attend, and 
our most persuasive powers to 
others to attend, these devotions ar 
thus change Sunday afternoon into 
special afternoon for God? 


As for the time on Sundays whi 
we spend away from the Church, it t: 
can be made holy as God comma 
that it should. One practical suggesti 
here is in the matter of clothes—f 
both boys and girls. Sunday is t! 
most special day of the week and vs 
should recognize it as such by the w¥ 
we dress. Clothes for Mass shouj 
always be the most becoming and tf 
best that we have, but we ought @ 
stay dressed up the rest of the det 
too. Overalls and slacks, blue jea’ 
and bermudas may be all right t 
other six days of the week, but not 
Sunday. This feeling of being dresss#} 
up lends a special dignity to the def 


make the Sunday more holy for ‘{ 
Why not keep on hand a good sp: 
itual book, the lives of the saints 4 
an inspirational book such as Bishi} 
Sheen’s works? The pamphlet raq 
in your parish Church will supply as 
one with abundant material. Make) 
a “must” to spend at least a quarjél 
of an hour every Sunday in readi 


(See page 379) 
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low Youth Can Sanctify the Sunday 


For the Family 


4, ESPECT SUNDAY! Keep it for the 
mily!” This challenging slogan is, 
the present time, sounding like 
clarion call through the streets, 
schools and the community cen- 
of one of our large American 
tes. In Indianapolis, Indiana, an 
anization, calling itself by the sim- 
B title of RESPECT SUNDAY 
TCORPORATED, has begun a 
bvement which can have momen- 
jis results if it is supported by enough 
“husiastic and conscientious God- 
fring people. Operating on the 
inciple that “in union there is 
length,” this group has successfully 
ficited the support of many business 


furches, merchants’ associations, the 
al Chamber of Commerce, and the 
ate Teachers’ Association. The pri- 
hry objective of Respect Sunday 
orporated is to maintain a “moral 
mate” in the community such that 
business, except, of course, those 
‘ential to health, safety and the tra- 
‘ional Sunday recreation, will vol- 
‘tarily remain closed on Sunday. 
he founders of the organization, 
og alarmed by the ever-increasing 
mmercialization of Sunday, were 
rey» to take some specific action, 


they sincerely believe that all such 
isiness transactions, on the one day 
served for the worship of God, are 
‘trimental to the best interests—the 
oral, the religious, and even the 
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economic—of the whole community 
and of the entire country. Using as 
their battle-cry the motto, “Respect 
Sunday—Keep it for the family!” the 
organization is currently waging a 
very effective war in favor of the 
Third Commandment — ‘“‘Remember 
thou keep holy the Sabbath Day!” 
One of the methods used by the group 
is to distribute through churches, 
schools, clubs, and other such organi- 
zations, pledge cards which are to be 
signed by the head of the family and 
returned. An emblem embodying the 
motto is also available for display on 
wind-shields and shop windows. 
Day of Restlessness 

Although this movement is admir- 
able in its objective and its present 
results, it is doomed to a final death 
unless many families actually accept it 
as a positive challenge and make Sun- 
day a day which our Holy Father, 
Pius XII, called “the day of happy 
reunion in the intimate circle of the 
family.” One grave danger is that, 
after successfully combatting the mor- 
al disease of commercializing Sunday, 
we fail to win the battle completely 
by failing to keep Sunday holy. In 
that case we turn “the day of rest” 
into merely a “day of restlessness.” 

We need, as members of families, 
to be aware that Sunday is the special 
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day when family members can put 
aside their weekday routine and, in- 
stead of going their separate ways, can 
spend time together and learn to grow 
in Christ-like love and devotion. But 
such growth calls for real planning 
and real practices. 

Now, let’s face it, teen-agers. Just 
how much have you contributed 
toward making Sunday a family day 
in your home? Today the voice of 
Youth can be heard in many places— 
raised in protest at wrongs and injus- 
tices, sounding approval for the good 
and the noble and the idealistic. Here, 
then, is our golden opportunity! Here 
is our chance to make better our little 
world. 

How are we to go about it? No 
one can give a guaranteed blue-print 
for success, but here are some sugges- 
tions which you can translate, tact- 
fully and enthusiastically into effective 
measures for a fuller observance of the 
Lord’s Day in your own family. 

First, a successful family Sunday 
usually begins on Saturday. By Sat- 
urday evening the house should be 
spic and span, with groceries in the 
refrigerator and deep freeze and, if it 
is summer time, flowers around the 
house, on the table and in front of 
the family shrine. A restful, expectant 
attitude should pervade the house- 
hold, from Mother and Dad down to 
the youngest. . Monsignor Martin 
Hellriegel of St. Louis, a veteran 
“lobbyist” for the cause of sanctifica- 
tion of Sunday by the family, empha- 
sizes that simple home decorations can 
help set Sunday apart. “Even where 
a home is not blessed with an abun- 
dance of earthly things” he says, “there 
must be expressed in some measure— 
be it only a flower on the table—the 
difference between Sunday and the 
rest of the week. Externals such as 
this are never insignificant when they 
proceed from love.” 
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Then, on Sunday itself, wheneve 
possible, go to Sunday Mass togeth: 
as a family. Occupy the same pe 
each Sunday (you can if you get the 
soon enough!) and receive Holy Co: 
munion together. This is the prop 
introduction and atmosphere for tl) 
sanctification of Sunday for the far 
ily and sets the pace for a day spe) 
happily together. 

Afterward, there is the matter » 
family meals. The altar table and t!! 
dinner table are both centers for t 
restoration of family life and of Sul 
day observance. Sunday meals show 
be festive. Both boys and girls alii] 
can assist in this. Persuade yoy) 
mother to set the table in the diniz 
room; to bring out the good china; | 
use a beautiful clean tablecloth; 
lay out her wedding-present silvy 
All the older members of the fame 
can and should help (if only by su 
gestion and planning) to develop thi 
extra special culinary arts for the ci 
of God. The meals themselves shoul 
be leisurely affairs with prayers s:j 
aloud before and after and with ea 
member enjoying the company of 14 
others, instead of hastily finishing the 
meal in order to make a date on 1/ 
other side of town. If each Cathet 
family were to adopt as an ne 
rule that every member of the fam 
must be present for every meal [ 
Sunday how far this one rule wow 
geo in the direction of unification: 
families. 


Family Prayer 

We, as young Catholics, must lew 
how to live successfully — and 1 
means in a Christlike, refined, <t 
loving way—with our own famil 
There are so many organizations t 
are hard at work trying to tear 
family apart; we young people mi 
take a firm stand and refuse the (4 
tractive offers to spend Sundays av’ 
from our own family circle. We midh 
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earn to enjoy our families, and that 
falls for effort and unselfishness and 
ictive charity. The matter of Sunday 
fecreation will be dealt with in the 
fext paper, but allow me to say here 
what practically all such recreation 
fhould be, and can be, in the family 
fircle. Prayers, meals, recreation—we, 
hs Catholic families, sanctify the Sun- 


$‘Family Rosary’ fame, “The family 
that prays together, stays together.” 
#Meal prayers, of course, should be in 
ommon, Mass and Holy Commun- 
fion, too, but could we not also man- 
age to kneel together—Mom, Dad, 
fand all the children, at some special, 
Wcheduled time on Sundays for the 
osary? And what of family reading? 
sAre there any families who still enjoy 
quiet hour, or two when Dad or 
other reads aloud to all? Sunday 


“Give Sunday back to God, to 
sChrist, to the Church, to peace, and 
ito the happiness of families,” the Holy 
iFather has asked. We must be firmly 
convinced of our duty to each—to 
sGod, to the Church, to our families 
fand then, having re-established our 
kscale of values, the next most impor- 
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tant thing is to do some advance 
thinking and planning. In that way, 
the whole family can definitely sched- 
ule many happy hours together, in- 
stead of suddenly discovering, after the 
dishes are washed, that Mother, and 
Dad, and Timmy, and Susie, and Bill, 
and even the babies are all running 
in different directions. Then, too, 
these “scheduled” events can often 
turn into family “‘traditions” with the 
expectations and memories of such 
regular affairs becoming much keener 
than mere irregular and infrequent 
affairs. 

If we are truly zealous for the sanc- 
tification of the Sunday for the entire 
family, we, the young people of the 
family, must love our families with an 
especial love, love to be with them, 
love to do things together, find peace 
and a deep inner joy in the intimacy 
of our own family circle. With a little 
effort and ingenuity, the whole family 
will learn to discover the fun of living 
and doing things together as the fam- 


ily of God. 

In summary, let us hear again the 
beautiful words of the Father of 
Christendom: Pius XII; “Sunday 


must become again the day of the 
Lord, the day of adoration, of glorifi- 
cation and reflection, the day of 
happy reunion in the intimate circle 
of the family.” 
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How Youth Can Sanctify the Sunda 


In Recreation 


ib HIS IS THE DAY WHICH the Lord 
hath made, let us rejoice in it and 
be glad.” With these words, Holy 
Mother Church prays her Divine Of- 
fice each Sunday of the year. To us, 
who bear the glorious title of Chris- 
tian, this message of rejoicing and be- 
ing glad in the Lord’s day is highly 
significant. Every day, it is true, be- 
longs to God, but because he himself 
has designated a special day to be set 
aside for him, it is on this day that 
our hearts ought to be filled with a 
most beautiful peace and joy—a peace 
and joy which is reflected in all our 
attitudes and actions of every Sunday 
of the whole year. 

In the book, “The Land Without a 
Sunday,” the author, a Catholic no- 
bleman from Austria, describes a trip 
which he took through Russia. In- 
stead of a Sunday, the author says, 
The Russians have a “day off.” This 
happens at certain intervals which 
vary in different parts of the country. 
First, they had a five-day week, with 
the sixth day off, then they had a 
nine-day work period, with the tenth 
day off; then again it was an eight- 
day week. What a difference between 
a day off and a Sunday. The people 
work in shifts. While one group en- 
joys its “day off,” the others continue 
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to work in the factories or on the 
farms or in the stores, which are al4 
ways open. As a result the over-all 
impression throughout the country! 
was that of incessant work, work] 
work! The atmosphere was one ok 
constant rush and drive. 

While it is true that we here in the 
United States have thus far beer:| 
blessed in our privilege of celebrating’ 
the Lord’s Day in the way in whic 
God has commanded us to do so, ye" 
it is also true that many of us, espe! 
cially the Youth, are rather uncertain’ 
of how we are to make the entire 
Sunday holy. We fulfill our obligation’ 
to worship God by attendance at thel! 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, but hov | 
are we to sanctify the whole day? | 
great part of the answer to this quess 
tion lies in the way in which we spena 
our Sunday recreation. The wore 
“recreation” means to re-create and 
applies to both body and mind. Our 
Sunday recreation, then, must bi 
spent in a holy and happy re-creating! 
but this doesn’t happen by accident: 
Holy Mother Church has laid down 
the basic rule by which we are ti 
worship God on Sunday, Holy Mass; 
but our manner of recreation sh} 
leaves to our own planning and de 
vices. If we neglect to do our duty 1!) 
this matter of making plans, all to 
frequently the television director does! 
it for us—and the “day which thi} 
Lord hath made” in which we are “t!¥) 
rejoice and be glad” is turned in th! 
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opposite direction, away from God, 
is Church, and our own family lives. 


Sunday Program 
* Youth, always so full of vitality and 
glowing good spirits, can easily be 


energies are channelled in the right 
direction. It is up to us to make the 
suggestions, and to enthusiastically 
cooperate in those of our parents, in 
fall what pertains to wholesome, family 
frecreation of Sundays. Most young 
Speople have a wealth of ideas; it 
fremains only to put them into a 
practical form. 

| Perhaps the most important prac- 
$tical principle is that which has al- 
fready been discussed—Sunday recrea- 
ftion should include the whole family. 
}It quite often can include the Church 
jalso. During the summer there are 
many picnics and festivals sponsored 
by parishes or parish organizations. 
iThese are always wholesome affairs 
jand can provide a great deal of 
jamusement and activity, as well as 
tkeeping the members of a family, and 
of a parish, more closely united. 

A highly interesting way of spend- 
fing a Sunday afternoon is a family 
fvisit to various shrines and churches. 
+The story is told of a visitor to Wash- 
yington, D. C., who remarked to a 
fnative of that city that, in his sight- 
}seeing he wanted to be certain of visit- 
ing the famous Franciscan monastery 
ao he had heard, back in his own 
thome town of St. Louis, that it was 
‘so very beautiful and inspiring. Re- 
plied the Washingtonite, “Oh, you 
must go there! I’ve never been there 
myself, but I mean to go someday.” 
‘It’s a deplorable but true fact that 
‘many of our Catholics do not know 
‘the wealth of Catholic culture that 
lies on their own doorsteps just be- 
‘cause they’ve never taken the time to 
visit the churches and shrines which 
are near enough for a Sunday family 
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drive. Convents and seminaries, too, 
might be included in such visits. If 
we, the Catholic youth, were educated 
along such lines by our Sunday family 
recreations, the lives of priests and 
Sisters might not seem so foreign to 
us, or to our parents, and it could 
easily result in a stimulation of inter- 
est in religious vocations. 

There are, too, many other whole- 
some visits—to relatives, to the sick in 
hospitals, to the friendless in county 
homes. Youth has much to offer in 
cheering up the lonely hearted. If 
only a few families in every parish 
would take an hour or two one Sun- 
day of a month for such visits, think 
how many more people would find 
much more love and hope in their 
lives. 


Then there are the family outings— 
according to a priest in the Cana Con- 
ference Movement, each family 
should develop one or two such an- 
nual outings which, with the passing 
of years, will become traditional. A 
family could, for example, regularly 
go to the Zoo one Sunday each sum- 
mer. Family picnics, with ball games, 
fishing and hikes surely can bring 
wholesome peace and joy into any 
family. Nor need we confine hikes to 
the summer time — doesn’t everyone 
enjoy a walk in the snow? Even a 
picnic in the back yard can sanctify 
the Sunday if it is properly planned 
and results in closer family ties of 
peace and love. 


Indeed, it is not necessary to get the 
car out of the garage in order to keep 
the family from being bored. In the 
intimacy of the home there are nu- 
merous ways to keep “holy the 
Sabbath.” Both radio and television 
can be means of sanctifying the Sun- 
day if they are used properly. For six 
days a week most teen-agers listen to 
the forty top hits. Why not let Sun- 
day be the special day that it really 
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is in God’s Mind, and tune in on 
Catholic programs? Consult your lo- 
cal paper for lists of times and sta- 
tions, then appoint yourself a commit- 
tee of one to see that the rest of the 
family know about the programs and 
are looking forward to them. You may 
be surprised how much programs as 
“The Hour of St. Francis” and “The 
Sacred Heart Program” can grow, not 
only on you, but on the whole family. 


Active Participation 

However, one of the chief regrets of 
modern recreation is that it has be- 
come so predominantly passive. Peo- 
ple are inclined to sit back and let 
themselves be entertained instead of 
devoting themselves to “homemade 
entertainment.” In her book “Around 
the Year with the Trapp Family”—a 
book, by the way which all Catholic 
Youth could read with much profit— 
Maria von Trapp gives many delight- 
ful ways of spending happy Sunday 
evenings in the home. Among other 
things she suggests folk dancing, 
square dancing and the like. Since 
record players are not the right ac- 
companiment to folk dancing because 
they are too mechanical and too rigid, 
Mrs. Trapp feels that people simply 
must learn to play instruments again. 
This in itself can provide a great deal 
of entertainment for the whole family, 
and what is more important, this type 
of music, while simple, is wholesome 
and contains nothing of the trance 
and hypnotism of the “rock and roll” 
type. 

An evening pastime which could 
easily become a favorite for Sundays 
is reading aloud. In these days when 
books are so easily obtained it is a 
pity that so much of our literary ambi- 
tions are confined to movies. Many 
young people dislike reading because 
they have never discovered the pleas- 
ure of reading aloud to others. Fam- 
ily reading provides another valuable 
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thing which is in great danger of 
dropping out of our Catholic lives— | 
the ability to form an opinion and 
state it—-which is the very essence of | 
group discussion and quite often is the | 


beginning of a conversion. As a fam- 
ily grows up, the books chosen should 
change in character. There will be 


the fairy tale stage, then Little Wom- | 


en and Oliver Twist sessions and then 
as teenagers, we ought to begin to 


really enjoy biographies of the saints, , 
books on philosophical character. Dis- : 


cussions grow quite naturally from 


such readings and may later belong to ) 


our childhood’s most cherished mem- 


| 


ories. 

Youth loves to sing, but then, so 
does every age group. Why not Sun- 
day evening song fests with the whole 
family included? However such occa- 
sions must be planned parties; 
do not automatically become success- 
ful, but we must be patient and re- 
member that of such simple things 
our Holy Father Francis 
whole philosophy of life; that they are 
very worthwhile and that we must put 


our whole heart and all our energies 
into making of these simple “family ¥ 


sings” 


and peace. 
other family activities, too. Many 4 
families enjoy singing while driving to « 


and from the Sanday Mass, at the « 


close of the Sunday dinner, etc. Lae 


learn to turn off the radio and tele- \} 
vision and discover our own God-giv- 
en voices in Sunday evenings of song. 


And what of home concerts? Most of) 


us have many records and it would¢| 


be an easy matter to select carefully 
from our own stock, to borrow others 
from the public library, and then to 
bring 
living room for an entertaining and 
cultural Sunday evening. ; 


There is, too, the almost lost art of) 


AND 


they | 


built his ¢ 


an occasion of sanctifying the 3] 
Sunday, of bringing about inner joy i | 
Song fests carry over into 7 


| 


= 


— 


= 


Carnegie Hall into our family)! 


= 


it 
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fory-telling. A good story teller can 
aptivate an audience; Christ is the 
dassic example of all time. There is 
tood wholesome pleasure, also, in 
»ading plays together, each member 
the family reading a part aloud. 
fter the family has really begun a 
Hgime of sanctifying the Sunday 
rough recreation, each family will 
e able to devise many different ways 
nd means to add to the list I have 


In closing, may I quote from our 
resent Holy Father in his encyclical 
ediator Dei’: 
“How will those Christians not fear 
piritual death whose rest on Sundays 
nd feast days is not devoted to reli- 
ion and piety, but given over to the 
ilurements of the world. Sundays 
nd holidays must be made holy by 
Divine worship which gives homage 
6 God and heavenly food to the soul 
. . Our soul is filled with the greatest 
trief when we see how the Christian 
teople profane the afternoon of feast 
ae 
Newspapers and magazines nowa- 
tays all stress the necessity of fighting 
Nommunism. There is one weapon, 
owever, which they do not mention 
nd which would be the most effec- 
ive one if wielded by every Christian. 
,gain the Holy Father is the one to 
emind us of it: “The results of the 
ruggle between belief and unbelief 
vill depend to a great extent on the 
se that each of the opposing fronts 
vill make of Sunday.” We know what 
ise Russia made of the Sunday. The 
juestion now is: 

And how about us—you and I and 
he sanctification of the Sunday? 
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SUNDAY FOR GOD 
(Continued from page 372) 


the New Testament or a book such as 
those just mentioned. We know that 
Catholic Youth is capable of reacting 
strongly and intensely to ideals; there- 
fore, the more of those inspirational 
motives we are aware of and place 
constantly before us the more do we 
challenge ourselves to do great and 
noble things. Books—good Catholic 
books—can be the very force that we 
need to channel our energies in the 
direction of all that is good and 
beautiful. 

As a final suggestion for the sancti- 
fication of the Sunday for God, recall 
the corporal works of mercy. Al- 
though we are unable to perform 
them all, Sunday is surely the ideal 
time to attempt some of these acts of 
charity. Among them might be visit- 
ing the sick in their homes or in 
hospitals, visiting the aged (Little Sis- 
ters of the Poor), helping out with 
religious instruction for boys and girls 
in public schools, and assisting the 
pastor in the routine Sunday duties. 
Any of these, performed in a spirit 
of active charity, will surely help to 
sanctify the Sunday. 

The list of suggestions given in this 
paper is certainly not exhaustive, nor 
was it meant to be. It will merely 
serve as a starting point for any wide- 
awake and apostolic minded Tertiary 
so that he, in turn, being impressed 
with the beauty and the duty of keep- 
ing God’s day holy, may by good ex- 
ample kindle the flame in others and 
thus realize his responsibility as a 
member of the Mystical Body. e 
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by Albert Nimeth O.F.M. 


W aes OLIVER CROMWELL was 
posing for a portrait, the artist was 
very much concerned. He did not 
want to offend his patron, but how 
was he going to get around painting 
those ugly warts? He made a clever, 
deft attempt to camouflage them. 
When Oliver noticed this, he ex- 
claimed in a gruff voice, “Paint me, 
warts and all.” 


Warts and all. That is how we are 
to portray our souls when we go to 
confession. To do this effectively we 
have to hold our soul up for scrutiny, 
investigating the faults and failings 
that have marred its beauty since our 
last cleansing. This is an important 
step and ought never be done in a slip- 
shod manner. It ought never become 
mechanical and perfunctory. 


The examination of conscience that 
is to precede confession may take 
some time for those who go to con- 
fession less frequently. For others it 
may be only a matter of a few min- 
utes. There are two extremes to avoid. 
The first is to be so hasty that one 
misses the whole point of the scrutiny. 
There are some people who do not 
dare look themselves squarely in the 
face. Of course, it is not always the 
most flattering discovery we make. 
But that is precisely the aim of the 
examination. What if it does hurt 
our pride. It is better to have a little 
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blister in this life so we can have blidi 
in the life to come than to have « 
little bliss in this life by closing our eyejt 
to the facts about ourselves and rum 
ning the risk of having the blister i) 
the next life. 


On the other hand we are to be serst 
sible about the matter. We are naf 
expected to go over our souls with ¥ 
fine toothed comb and stir up a goay 
case of scruples. This will wear dow 
the penitent as well as the confessoy' 
If a person is inclined to be over exaci) 
seeing mortal sin where there is no sin# 
his examination of conscience shout 
be as brief as possible but alwavyé 
sincere. , 


If a person discovers he is botherer! 
by scruples, there is only one solutict® 
—let the confessor take over complet2}? 
ly. If the confessor says so, the perif 
tent should under no circumstanc#}s 
examine himself on the point thii f 
touches his anxiety or worry. Fif 
ought not refer to it even in a generaii 
way, not even by subterfuge or cit/i 
cumlocution or indirect questionina/f 
When such a person examines his co} 
science, it ought to be only on those 
points that are outside the pale of I 
anxiety and worry. 


Let us always keep in mind that v.¢l 
tue is in the golden middle—even |) 
the examination of conscience. h | 
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HAT SORT OF person was St. 
rancis of Assisi. In the eyes of the 
orld, a man of action, though his 
ethods of action seem unusual and 
aradoxical; the exact opposite of 
ose practiced by apologetes in his 
ay and age. Of course, we know that 
e whole of the activity of this unique 
dventurer of God can be understood 
pnly in the light of those supernatural 
fealities on which his untiring energy 
ourished itself in silence and recol- 
ction. But to all observers he is, 
onetheless, the little poor one, the 
cessant traveler who runs the roads 
f Italy and many other countries, 
preaches before multitudes, presides 
ver great assemblies, pleads at Rome 
he cause of his undertaking, dreams 
evangelizing Africa and, as the first 
# this new sort of missionary, goes 


e tents of Islam. 


Francis appeared at a time when 
yew and arduous problems were being 
posed to the conscience of Christen- 
lom, when the Christian dough was 
eo to fall because charity had 
brown cold and needed a thorough 
‘varming so that the yeast of Christ 
ould make it rise again. He came at 
4 time when violence was still what it 
lad been for centuries; when to its 
injustices were being added those 
which money is capable of producing 
every time it reigns sovereign in the 
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“The “/rue Life 


Francis aud Clare of rbs0¢0 


by Daniel-Rops 


world. It is apparent that this frail 
little man from Assisi was chosen by 
Providence to take hold of the tasks 
that were pressing the Church at that 
time, and commissioned to bear public 
witness by word and deed to the gen- 
tleness and self-effacement taught by 
our Lord. 


At first glance the testimony of 
Clare is completely different. It is in 
the depths, the very depths, of the 
humblest of convents that Francis’ 
mystical sisters bears witness. Never 
once in her life will she be seen to 
leave that convent to go and proclaim 
to others the great truths by which she 
lives. Never will she dream of being 
a missionary, or of running the roads 
and market places. In the course of 
some forty years she never went any 
farther from St. Damian to Assisi, or 
down the winding road from the hum- 
ble monastery through the olive orch- 
ards and vineyards to the Portiuncula. 
Even her renouncement, the privilege 
of total poverty which she had ob- 
tained as a gift from the Pope, does 
not exhibit the same character as it 
did in Francis. With him, poverty 
had a certain apologetic, exemplary 
end. Before the world which was 
dogged with the drive to amass wealth, 
the little friars in brown begging for 
their dinner raised a protestation that 
everyone could understand. The re- 
nouncement of Clare and of her sis- 
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ters, on the other hand, was totally 
secret, hidden behind the walls of 
their monastery. It was only for the 
eyes of God to see and to understand 
its meaning. If both Francis and 
Clare have made an essential contri- 
bution to the Christian life, this was 
certainly not done in the same way. 
Just as much as her brother in Christ, 
this nun has been the support of the 
Church, and she has merited a place 
in the corner of the famous fresco of 
Giotto, who represents the Poverello 
holding up the tumbling pillars of the 
Church. But this essential unique 
work of supporting the Church was 
done by each in their own way. 


The Secret Sources of the 
Living Water 


Why, then, did Francis, who by the 
will of Divine Providence was the 
chosen guide of this predestined soul, 
direct her in this exclusively mystical 
way? Why did he allow her to draw 
this cover over herself where poverty, 
the humble daily work, and the prayer 
that filled the ordered day, would 
serve for the personal edification only 
of those who practiced it, and would 
not appear in this straightened world 
which has such great need of such 
lessons? For Clare and her daughters, 
poverty was an unspeakable reality 
with which, in her own words, she 
had made a very intimate pact. This 
is an attitude quite as strong as Fran- 
cis’ scorn of worldly thing who com- 
pared money to filth and ordered one 
of his friars to eat the droppings of 
an ass in order to expiate the fault 
of having accepted money. 

It is here that we touch upon the 
most profound mystery of the Chris- 
tian soul at the secret sources where 
the water of the interior life surges up. 
This is an absolute principle: in order 
to be efficacious in the world as a 
witness for Christ, it does not suffice 
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simply to be enterprising, courageous, ; 
clever, energetic; and St. Francis has: 
repeated it on many occasions: it is 
necessary above all that one nouris 
himself on the ineffable realities which 
consecrate these same qualities and 
order them to their end. The tem 
poral effort is to no purpose unless i 
is supported, guided, illumined _ by» 
prayer: contemplation alone nourishes 
action. H 


Contemplation as it was understood 
by St. Clare is nothing other than the 
effort to unite man totally with God) 
Everything which appears in humar| 
nature must be ordered to this end< 
the intelligence must be applied te 
come to know the things of God; thd} 
will must be conformed to the diving] 
will; the affections must be purifiec 
they must be disengaged from word]? 
contaminations and they must bj 
rooted in the unique love; and all thr 
powers of the soul must be bent oi 
rendering the body to be in accord 
with the disposition of God. St. Pauw 
really was saying the same thing whea 
he made his famous statement: “It & 
no longer I who live, but Christ whe 
lives in me.” To arrive at a poivi 
where one finds oneself plunged 17 
God, in the reality of his presenci 
this is nothing less than the fui 
flowering of contemplation. 


A Paradox in Our Modern Times} 


This is one of the paradoxes of tl 
time in which we live. This wor 
which seems haunted by the demo) 
of speed, publicity, and_ efficienc 
which considers as valid only the pri 
ciples of usefulness and productivity 
is at the same time the one in whiel 
great numbers of men and wom/ij 
desire to live in complete immobili@#] 
and silence, in the state of renoun¢: 
ment which, according to the cana 
of this world, is totally open 
Christians of the 20th century, unlilé! 


= 
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those of the 17th and 18th centuries, 
no longer stand upon the unchal- 
lenged foundations of a faith which 
no one calls into doubt; but they are 
witnesses to a faith which is perhaps 
more conscious, clearer, for having 
been attacked and questioned. Their 
valor is not unequal to that of those 


at the time of St. Francis and St. 


Dominic, or of St. Bernard. One 
often hears, in all camps, comments 
on the faults of the contemplative 
life, on its egoism and on its useless- 
ness. One must have lost all sense of 
supernatural realities and have re- 
duced religion to some sort of social 
work or propaganda effort, in order to 
admit for one second that a Poor 
Clare or a Carmelite is less useful 
than a nursing sister or a Daughter 


of Charity. 


Such judgments but reveal the 
glorification of the would-be reality 
and so-called usefulness which is the 
major heresy of the modern world. 
“Those who give themselves con- 
stantly to prayer and to penance,” 
writes Pope Pius XI, “contribute to 
the progress of the Church and to the 


} salvation of mankind more effica- 


ciously than those who cultivate with 


' works of zeal the field of the Lord.” 


But perhaps these unsympathetic at- 
titudes toward a form of existence 
which is so totally opposed to that of 
the world of today flow from the 


: silent indictment that it makes on us 


and the lesson it teaches us. 


To this world, distraught with the 
mad passion for material things, a 
daughter of St. Clare deep in her 
monastery does more than pose an 
example. She does much more than 
prove in an experimental way that 
there is a totally different type of ex- 
istence quite posible, or that all the 
energies which we dispose in the pur- 
suit of illusory and passing values can 
be utilized for the attainment of the 
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more significant ends of man con- 
sidered in the light of eternity. Every 
soul which raises itself up, raises up 
the world also, as the poet has said. 
Simply in striving to pass beyond the 
demands of the human situation, to 
transcend its miseries and conniv- 
ances, the contemplative participates 
actively toward a progress which is 
infinitely more significant than that of 
those who produce millions of auto- 
mobiles or even make scientific dis- 
coveries. 

The role which we have seen the 
little saint of Assisi assume at the side 
of her friend engaged in the cruder 
combat with the world—this role of 
spiritual reserve, of gathering graces 
and strength whence flow the means 
of action—this is the same role which 
the enclosed world of convents vowed 
to contemplation still holds apart from 
the violent world of men although 
bound to it by a thousand threads of 
prayer. How many men and women, 
exhausted by the rapid pace of mod- 
ern living, find the need at times to 
take respite in these houses where 
there is silence, where time reflects the 
eternal, and where the soul takes upon 
itself a strength which cannot be 
drawn from earthly sources, but which 
permits the soul to confront more 
boldly the challenges of the world. 

The prayer of a contemplative is 
not simply personal elevation or ele- 
vation of the collective soul; it is effec- 
tive charity and a gift of love. If its 
unique purpose is adhering to God, 
participating in his light, this effort 
alone in some mysterious way is shared 
by the human community according 
to the order of the communion of 
saints. The Christian is not a man 
alone: it is not in egoism and depend- 
ence on self that he accomplishes his 
vocation. Everyone is united, every- 
one is related to the other, and no one 
grows except by the virtue of the 

(See page 394) 
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Awake to Your Goal 


by Philip Marquard O.F.M. 


Pee CONTINUOUS struggle to over- 
come yourself and seek perfection is 
not easy. To inspire your tired spirit 
you must always keep your goal in 
mind. It is Heaven. To have a clear 
understanding of Heaven is impera- 
tive. 


The Gospel story of the transfigura- 
tion of Jesus gives you a glimpse of 
Heaven. It was too much for St. Peter. 
He was actually baffled, and talked 
nonsense about building three tents. 
“Now after six days Jesus took Peter, 
James, and John, and led them up a 
high mountain off by themselves, and 
was transfigured before them. And 
his garments became shining, exceed- 
ingly white as snow, as no bleacher on 
earth can whiten. And there appeared 
to them Elias with Moses, and they 
were talking with Jesus. And Peter 
addressed Jesus, saying, “Rabbi, it is 
good for us to be here and let us set 
up three tents, one for thee, one for 
Moses, and one for Elias.” For he 
did not know what to say, for they 
were struck with fear. And_ there 
came a cloud overshadowing them, 
and there came a voice out of the 
cloud, saying: “This is my beloved 
Son; hear him.’ And suddenly look- 
ing around, they no longer saw any- 
one with them but Jesus only” (Mark 
Oo ekaL ik 


What a thrill these Apostles must 
have had when they saw that Vision. 
But it was only for a moment. An 
everlasting thrill similar to theirs 
awaits all of us. 
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1. A True Notion of Heaven 

If you had the right understanding 
of Heaven, you would never tire in 
your effort to reach it. Heaven is 
really everything you want. In a word 
it is perfection. You are always look- 
ing for perfection: perfection of life, 
knowledge, love, and beauty. Our 
search for perfection of life is seen in 
our medical schools and research lab- 
oratories. The perfection of knowl- 
edge is striven for in our universities 
and technical schools. As to the per- 
fection of love, every human heart 
seeks it in family life, in apostolic and 
social works, and volumes of our liter- 
ature aim to teach it. While the per- 
fection of beauty is sought in our 
schools of culture. Yet with all this 
ceaseless activity we have only samples 
of true perfection in every one of these 
fields. That is all this earth and world 


can give us. 


After all this world of ours is very ‘ 
small against the background of God’s | 
universe. Man himself has now tossed 
satellites into space that circle the en- - 
tire earth in as little time as an hour © 
and a half. And what a short cycle ‘| 
is time. To hear people talk you | 
would think that yesterday was here » 
to stay or that next year were tomor- | 
row. The clock keeps ticking off the » 
hours and we think of the earth as 
real and permanent. The reason we : 
need clocks here is to see how much 
closer we are to Heaven. In an old 
monastery there is a clock with a 
rather telling inscription on its face, 
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§ have. 
§ and all you can accept. 
* health and energy. 


reading: ‘Your present hour is evi- 
dent, but your last hour is hidden.” 
This surely illustrates the absurdity of 
thinking there is any permanent joy, 
love, or beauty on this earth. Still we 
were created for these things. 


It is in Heaven that we will possess 


( this perfection, because we will pos- 


sess God. Some people think Heaven 


| is like a church where you kneel for- 


ever and recite prayers, sing hymns, 
or play a harp. That is not Heaven. 
Heaven for us is God, and God is 
everything we want or could want. 
He is all truth, all love, all beauty. A 
lily has only the beauty of a lily, but 
God has all beauty. Your fondest 
friend or relative has merely a limited 
amount of love for you, no matter how 
much you wish they had or think they 
God is love: All you can want 
You love 
God is Life, per- 
fect Life, eternal Life. That is the 
very reason why Christ speaks of be- 
ing in Heaven as living forever. 


With this clear idea of Heaven in 


} mind you will be less apt to run after 


false values. A man had a home in 
which he wished to install some very 
luxurious and expensive rugs. The 


only way in which he could procure 
) the rugs was to sell the house. 
+ he did, and purchased the rugs. 
+ then he had no house in which to put 
4, them. This is about the way some 
¥ people act regarding Heaven. 
| sell their eternal home in order to pro- 


This 
But 


They 


+ cure desirable but unnecessary things 


_will never deceive us. 
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2. Heaven Is Yours 
We have Christ’s infallible promise 
of this eternal life. “I go to prepare 


| a place for you” (Jn. 14, 2) ; and else- 
i, where he said: “To him that shall 
_ overcome, I will give to sit with me 


in my throne” (Apoc. 3, 21). Christ 
“God is faith- 
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ful” (1 Cor. 1, 9). Heaven will be 
yours if you fulfill God’s will. The 
Creed begins with the words “I be- 
lieve in God.” This is the avowal of 
faith in God. It ends with the words 
“1 believer in life) everlasting,’) the 
gaining of God. As long as you be- 
gin with faith, keep it, and do God’s 
will, you will conclude with everlast- 
ing life. 

But there is no favoritism. This we 
readily see from what Christ said to 
the mother of the Sons of Zebedee, 
when she requested that her two sons 
be preferred in the kingdom of Heavy- 
en. Christ put it very plainly. “Can 
you drink the chalice that I shall 
drink? To sit on my right and left 
hand is not mine to give you, but to 
them for whom it is prepared by my 


Father.” With these words Christ 
settled it. Heaven would admit of no 
favoritism. All, the rich, the poor, 


the strong, the weak, the talented and 
the mentally slow must work for 
Heaven. Everyone detests favoritism. 
There is none in Heaven. 


Yes, you must suffer to gain Heav- 
en. The trials of your life, supernatu- 
rally borne, are the brick and mortar 
of Heaven. Christ asks you and 
everyone else: “Can you drink the 
chalice I shall drink?” In other words 
will you have the courage and willing- 
ness to join me in suffering. Even if 
one of your hands or one of your eyes 
is lost in the struggle, you must be- 
lieve it is worth it. Starvation and 
prison, suffering and martyrdom in 
this world do not count, if you gain 
Heaven. Life is a period in which we 
try to become like God. St. Thomas 
More, the tertiary lawyer, lost his 
head. Yet he had no fear, because he 
knew that no man goes to Heaven 
headless. Christ is our true head. 
Before he died he said: “Who would 
think of entering the kingdom of 
Christ with ease when Christ himself 


entered not into his own without 
pain.” 

It might be well for you to revise 
your notion of your path to Heaven. 
If it is a bed and pillow path, you 
need to take some spiritual setting up 
exercises. Christ counsels you from 
his cross: “You are fighting a life and 
death struggle; you must not fail.” 

You do not stand a ghost of a 
chance of winning Heaven as you 
might unexpectedly win the Irish 
Sweepstakes. Heaven is only the prize 
of those who strive heroically. It may 
be a very long and hard contest. At 
times you might even blurt out: “O 
God take me, I cannot stand the ter- 
rible cross I have.” So there is need 
of some real spiritual pep arousing 
stations along your way. The familiar 
college calls of the team rooters 
should be ringing in your ears. The 
saints are these team rooters. Take St. 
Paul, for instance. He shouts out 
from the grandstand of Heaven: 
“Fight the good fight of the faith, lay 
hold of the life eternal, to which you 
hast been called . . . keep the com- 
mandments without saint” (1 Tim. 6, 
12-14). Or consider the heartening 
cry of St. Francis of Assisi: “Brief is 
the pleasure, eternal the penalty. 
Slight is the suffering the glory is 
measureless. Many are called, few 
are chosen, all have their requite.” 

It is necessary to be very alert to 
these spirit rousing calls. They should 
be well known to you by constant rep- 
etition on your own part, so that they 
ring and re-echo in your ears. Cer- 
tainly they have the power to make 
you pick up your dragging feet and 
initiate a more determined effort to 
crash the gate of Heaven. For as 
scripture testifies it is only the violent 
who succeed in entering. 

You have heard of the outstanding 
courage of the tertiary, Christopher 
Columbus. With it he daringly 
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started out to find a new continent 
never before seen or discovered by 
anyone, 


“T seek a new world,” he said. No 
matter how much his sailors grum- 
bled, no matter what little faith they 
had, no matter what difficulties he 
encountered, he persevered. He sailed 
on until he landed at that other shore 
that he had never seen. 


In a similar way you do not see the 
next world, at least not with your 
bodily eyes. But you can see it with 
the eyes of faith if you use God’s 
grace. You must have the vision of © 
Heaven before you, that you will not : 
lost yourself amid the material things 
of life to the detriment of your heav- - 
enly goal. You should have a holy 
fear of getting engrossed in earthly 
cares. Otherwise on the day of your 
judgment you will fare as a famous ¢ 
historian did who was exploring the 
Nile. While crossing the river, he : 
spoke to the boatman. “Can you ree- | 
ognize the stars??? “No, sir.” ““ia 
you know anything of the history of 
this earth?” I do not sir.’ “Man?? 
cried the scholar; “you have lost half © 
your life.” Some twenty minutes later: 
a terrific storm blew up, and _ the; 
mighty waves upset their boat. “Sir,” ” 
shouted the boatman, “do you knowy 
how to swim?’ “T do not.” “Theni 
you have lost your whole life, sir.” | 
The boatman reached the shore withi/f 
difficulty, but the scholar drowned. 
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It surely is not wise to be among 
those people who are only interested 
in various things here on earth, but 
are not interested in Heaven. Muck /@ 
effort they shower on acquiring super: 
fluous things, but they do not see tcl, 
it that they know how to swim wher 
death strikes and an honest judgmen) i 
follows. If you keep your goal, heav)'! 
en, ever before your eyes, you will bd 5r 
prepared for the off-shore call fron/f) 
God. | 
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Votce of the +Americas: 
Gabriela Mistral - Il 


by Xavier Carroll O.F.M. 


a MisTRAL was born Lucila 
Godoy Alcayaga. She fashioned her 
pen name from the names of two poets 
she admired greatly: Gabriele D’An- 
nunzio of Italy and Frederic Mistral 
of France. 

As mentioned earlier, Gabriela’s 
characteristic is her great sympathy 
for the suffering human soul.  Per- 
haps sympathy is not the word. Em- 
pathy is better: the ability to enter 
into and identify herself with the suf- 
fering other. Gabriela evidenced this 
readiness to be moved by the anguish 
of her fellowmen already as a child. 
The suffering of the more unfortunate 
country children about her home in 
the little village of Vincuna, Chile 
awakened in her the ambition of life- 
long dedication to their welfare. But 
this instinctive sensitivity of soul does 


/not adequately explain the passion, 
_ the intensity, with which she “feels 
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with” all the rest of us in our sorrows. 
As we read her poignant lines we say 
within ourselves: “She, too, has suf- 
fered.” 


The thorn has told me that it 
knows me well— 
That on a night of anguish and of 
woe 
Against its myriads of wounding 
points 
heart was bruised and mangled, 
long, long ago. 
What was this bruise of long, long 
In “The Prayer” we find a 


clue: 


i Thou knowest, Lord, with what 


flaming boldness, 


( My word invokes Thy help for 


strangers. 
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I come now to plead for one who 
TOS HEOGs 6 6 0 
Thou sayest that he was cruel? 
Thou forgettest, Lord, that I 
loved him, 
And that he knew my wounded heart was 
wholly his. 
He troubled forever the waters of 
my gladness? 
It does not matter! Thou knowest! 
I loved him, I loved him! 
And to love (Thou knowest it well) is 
bitter exercise. ... 


Gabriela’s poems are primarily auto- 
biographical. Here the story comes 
through. It speaks of a tragic love 
affair in youth. Deep love, a quarrel, 
separation and the tragic suicide of 
the beloved. Gabriela never recovered. 
It opened a wound so wide in her 
heart that all the sorrows of suffering 
fellowmen could find sympathetic 
haven therein. She never married 
but lived on with the memory. It was 
in a sense the whole of her life. In 
“Useless Waiting” she tells us that she 
cannot bring herself to believe the 
reality of the happening. In “Noc- 
turne” she yearns for death as release 
from the anguish of longing. Her 
regret at not having borne the son of 
the beloved is expressed in “Poem of 
thei Son.) ToySeesHimeAgame jis 
frank nostalgia. But with the years 
“Serenity and Serene Words.” 
Then in her final volume of verse 
there appears “The Other,” a calm 
reconciliation with the sad realities of 


come 


the human situation. 


Gabriela was of a nature capable 
of great love and dedication. All the 
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affection and concern she would have 
directed to her children if life had run 
another course, she poured into the 
service and welfare of children every- 
where. Her “Cradle Songs” and 
“Children’s Rounds” betrayed her 
maternal longings. Note the tender 
concern in “Little Feet’: 


O Tiny feet of Children, 

Blue with the cold unshod! 

How can they see, nor cover you— 
O God! 

O Little feet, sore wounded 

By every stone and brier, 

Chilled by the snows in winter 
defiled by mire! 

Two little suffering jewels 

Doomed to a bitter lot! 

How can the people pass you by 
And see you not? 


And again in “Little Hands” : 


O little hands of children. 

That beg insistently! 

Of all the world’s fair valleys 

The Lord are ye. 

Hands of poor little children 

Stretched out in hungry quest, 

Blessed are those that fill you, 

Blest and thrice blest! 

Blest are those who hear you, 
seeming 

A cry in their hearts’ core— 

Those who shall to the children 

The world restore! 


In Santiago she was the founder 
and first principal of a girls’ lyceum. 
She set up a code of maxims for the 
teachers. Number 8 in the list states 
that “the teaching of children is prob- 
ably the highest form of seeking after 
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-wounds in self-pity. She was too ma- 


God, but it is also the most terrible in 
the sense that it implies a tremendous 
responsibility.” In her “A Teacher’s 
Prayer’ she asks to be “more of a 
mother than the mothers that I might 
love and defend like them that which 
is not flesh of my flesh.” 


Gabriela was not simply licking her 


ture a Christian for that. Suffering 
can affect us one way or another. It 
can turn us in upon ourselves, make 
us angry with life and the world. It 
can on the other hand turn us out- 
ward, bestir in us an awareness of | 
others and what is common to us all. | 
Suffering levels all the artificial bar- — 
riers and starkly reveals the radical 
interdependence of people. It pro- - 
duces true democrats in the happy 
sense of the word. Of herself Gabriela 
once said, “I am a Christian, a total | 
democrat. I believe Christianity, im 
its profoundest social sense, can save 
the people of the world.” Consistently ; 
enough, she took great interest in Pan- - 
American relations. She did not be- 
little intellectual and economic ap- 
proaches to greater rapport in the 
Americas, but felt that a revival of the 
truly Christian evaluation of man and : 
values must precede the attainment 
of any meaningful unity in this Hem-. 
isphere. “Dissimilarity without in- - 
feriority’ was her theme. She¢ 
preached it eloquently. i 


(To be continued) 
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\e DON'T HAVE TO BE a research 
expert to notice how today’s living is 
charged with tensions, frustrations, 
conflicts, dissatisfactions, worries— 
that lead to heart ailments, ulcers, and 
at times the psychiatrist’s couch. AI- 
most half the patients in our hospitals 
are mental cases. 


How about yourself? Do you ever 
worry about bills or the children or 
health? Are you able to go through 
the day without a single word of im- 
patience? Are you content and with 
peace within, no matter what happens 
without? 


This series of articles will talk about 
the beautiful gift of the Holy Spirit 
we all need: peace of soul. 


ere rrancis loved. peace. He 
|launched one of the greatest peace 
} movements that has ever swept over 
Europe. He wanted his followers to 
carry on the apostolate of peace, not 
only peace betwen nations and _be- 
4 tween classes within a nation, but also 
peace within each individual soul. A 
/ tranquillity of heart achieved by virtue 
jand grace rather than by tranquil- 
) lizers. 
# St. Francis once declared, “The 
Lord revesled to me this salutation, 
‘that we should say: The Lord give 
} you His peace.” He began every ser- 
»mon with the words, “May the Lord 
\ give you His peace!” He embodied 
this greeting in the rule of his Order, 
»and commanded his brothers to wish 
peace to all men, wherever they be, 


»and to say on entering a house : 
| 
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“The Lord Give You His Peace 


by Jason Kommer O.F.M. 


“Peace be to this house.” To share 
this gift of peace, you must first pos- 
sess the gift yourself: ‘““As you preach 
by word, so should you also possess 
peace, and superabundant peace in 
your hearts.” 


Fr. Hilarin Felder, O.F.M. Cap., in 
his famed Ideals of St. Francis of 
Assisi, notes that it wasn’t by mere 
chance that a few years after the 
death of Francis, Gilbert of Tournay, 
a Franciscan and a professor at the 
University of Paris, wrote a treatise 
for the Friars “On Peace and Tran- 
quillity of Soul.” His main objective, 
says Fr. Hilarin, was to convince his 
readers that they must possess peace 
within their own soul if they wish to 
impart it to others. 


Peace is, indeed, a Franciscan trade- 
mark: the promotion of peace be- 
tween classes and individuals, and 
peace within one’s own heart, a quiet- 
ness of soul, a serenity of spirit, a 
peace that spells security in God. 

That peace can be ours just as it 
was King David’s who could sing even 
when in danger of death, “Many say: 
‘Who will show us good things?’ Lift 
up the light of your countenance upon 
us, O Lord! You have given greater 
joy to my heart than that of men who 
abound in corn and wine. As soon as 
I lie down, I fall asleep in peace, for 
you alone, O Lord, make me to dwell 
in security.” 

That peace can be ours, and we are 
foolishly pushing aside a rich gift of 
God if we don’t make it ours. 


389 


Your Fraternity Bulletin 


(From Youth Convention Exhibit) 


A BULLETIN IN SOME SHAPE or form 
is almost a “must” in any fraternity, 
but especially in a youth fraternity. 
It is needed to stimulate interest in 
the Third Order way of life, to keep 
the members informed about the do- 
ings of the fraternity, to encourage 
and inspire them to strive for better 
and greater things for God in the 
spirit of St. Francis. Without doubt 
a good bulletin creates a Fraternity 
spirit and develops a sense of pride. 
It is a means of knitting the tertiaries 
into one big family. It is useful too 
for keeping in touch with those out 
of town or lagging in interest. 

Once convinced of the necessity of 
a fraternity bulletin, what do you do 
first? That’s easy. Pick your staff. 
The tertiaries themselves, in as far as 
possible should get out the paper 
rather than have someone else do the 
work. All that is needed to put out 
a neat interesting bulletin is a small 
group of enthusiastic tertiaries with 
some degree of intelligence and writ- 
ing ability, with the willingness to 
work and learn. 

To begin with, someone with a little 
“know how” is essential. Decisions 
must be made on what type of dupli- 
cation is needed, instruction on type 
selected, an editor, some writers, typ- 
ists and artists. All these can be 
wrapped up in one or a dozen young 
people. It isn’t necessary that every- 
body be accomplished writers or artists 
from the start. Better techniques and 
improved skill will come with time. 

There are various methods of dupli- 
cation. That is the first item to be 
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decided. The bulletin can be printed, 
electrotyped, printed offset. The 
cheapest but also the messiest and 
most troublesome is “spirit” duplica- 
tion. The most flexible means of 
duplication is perhaps mimeograph. 


b 


Let us suppose you select mimeo- | 
graph. There are many makes—A. B. | 
Dick, Gestetner, Master, Techny- 
graph, Speedoprint, etc. If you im - 
tend to buy one you can contact these 
supply houses. You may be able to 
use a mimeograph of a school or 
church and pay them for the use of it. 


Of course you will need paper. ° 
Almost any kind of paper will “do” ' 
for mimeographing, but some are | 
much more satisfactory. In general 
you can order 16-lb. or preferably 9 
20-lb. paper from any reputable paper § 
company. It can be had in almost any 4 
color. In fact, you may want to use @ 
colored paper. That would certainly + 
enhance the job. The two sizes mosty | 
commonly used are legal size (8% x» 
14) or letter size (8% x 11). Mimeo-y] 
graph ink and stencils can be hadiff 
from any supply house in a variety of)? 
types and prices. It is good to know 
the quality and uses of the type you! 
buy. A definite help, though not ab~) 
solutely necessary in getting out youm | 
bulletin, in making it readable and 
interesting is a mimeoscope outfit. Ai # 
mimeoscope consists of a special glass/® 
supported by an open or closed frame 
with a light underneath and a writing) 8 
plate for drawing or tracing. Styli 
steel tipped pencils of various kind\ # 
which give different widths and es 


of lines are available. Some are fo’ 
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facing illustrations, some for lettering 
nth letter guides, some for handwrit- 
+g and some for straight or broken 
es. There is also a wide choice of 
tering guides for making profes- 
sonal looking headings and a variety 
screen plates for desired tone and 
fect. And don’t forget your correc- 
on fluids! 


LANNING THE BULLETIN is an im- 
»rtant step. For this somebody must 
® in charge. Somebody must see 
fat the writers have something to 
frite about, the artists something to 
aw or trace and the typist some- 
sing to type. 

}The contents of the bulletin, of 
Durse, is the most important element. 
ere is a wide range of subjects that 
on be included. Announcements of 
il kinds, the monthly conference, vari- 
fs socials, reports on past activities, 
ays of indulgences, news, explanation 
the rule, tertiary reminders, humor, 
Hotes from St. Francis, letters from 
embers, write-ups on members, feast 
ays, birthdays, liturgy, book reviews, 
frtiary saints. There is no end of 
faterial. Just see that each issue is 
bt always the same. Each issue 
fould be peppy and interesting and 
ntain at least one surprise. 

| It is well to remember that your 
uilletin is a paper for the tertiaries, 
that they do, think and say, their 
ititudes and duties. All articles 
ould have some relation to them 
yecisely as tertiaries. Don’t aim at 
e world; nobody is hit. And don’t 
escend to blowing off steam about 
Lilures, poor attendance, etc. Keep 
cheerful, chin up attitude. Make 
.e paper personal and warm, using 
ts of names and achievements. 

ES good layout has no substitute. 
he layout is the plan for the arrange- 
‘ent of the copy, illustrations and 
ae Keep this in mind and try 
visualize the finished copy when 
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you plan your layout. Strive for a 
well balanced page. Plan ahead. 
Even a few moments of thought be- 
fore you type even a one-page bulletin 
will give it more reader appeal. For 
example you can type it all in one big 
black block which will have little 
reader appeal. Or you can divide the 
page into columns with a lot of white 
space in between. 

The front page should get plenty of 
attention. It is the introduction to the 
reader. It must be attractive and 
have a new and fresh format each 
issue. The title should remain the 
same. Style, size and position, how- 
ever, may be varied for better effect. 

List the material to be assigned to 
each page. Decide what you want to 
emphasize. Then plan how you will 
get attention for these points. Use 
lettering-guides or hand-lettering for 
main headlines. Or, use typewriter 
capitals, or underline or letter space. 
A little imagination goes a long way. 
Indent important paragraphs so they 
will attract attention or box them in. 
Use fairly large margins to give the 
page an open and readable look. 
Avoid a crowded appearance. Use 
stars, arrows, circle for important 
prices, dates, times, places and so on. 


S ses ONE PICTURE is worth a thou- 
sand words, select illustrations that tie 
in with your message. Start an idea 
file. Clip illustrations from magazines 
and newspapers and file them alpha- 
betically so you can refer to them for 
ideas when you are ready to plan a 
layout. Notice how the headings and 
illustrations are positioned to catch at- 
tention and help tell the story. A sim- 
ple file can be started from the tracing 
books which can be bought from any 
mimeograph supply house. Also save 
the good notices and announcements 
and advertisements you receive in the 
mail. 

A file of this sort will help you with 
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the treatment and writing of various layout, how to use the stencils, ho ‘ 


headlines and signatures. It will sug- to correct errors, and how to procu: 
gest various types of lettering and help various means of emphasis. The artis 
you learn the use of different combi- need not really be able to draw. If 
nations of lettering types. can, good. But it is sufficient nan 
In all layouts it is well to keep in be able to follow a line with a stylu; 


mind the rule of thirds. Don’t divide He too should know the layout, ho 
the page exactly in half. Rather de- to use the lettering guides, the differ 
vote one-third to illustrations and two- ent kinds of styli and shading plate} 


thirds to text if the text is more im- Once the bulletin has been com 
portant or vice versa if the illustration pleted, it must be prepared for circ 
is more important. lation. It can of course be distribute 
Using this knowledge and learning before, during or after the monthl 
little aids as time goes on, you will meeting when all the tertiaries are proj 
find that it becomes a lot of fun dis- sumed to be present or it can h@ 
covering new ways of doing the job mailed. To make a self-mailer, ju 
and making the paper more attractive use the lower 31% inches of the revers 
from month to month. side of the bulletin for the address ani) 
A few tertiaries working together — yeturn address. This eliminates thi 


will get out something they can be — cost of envelopes and saves time to 
proud of. The editor who supervises 


the issue knows what is going into 
each one because he has handed out 
the writing assignments. He has an 
idea of the layout, what needs special 


Following these instructions, y 
will be able to put out a bulletin thi 
will be read by all the members. Thai 
after all, is the result you are tryin#f 


emphasis and what illustrations are on to achieve. : 
hand. He has to be versatile enough, P. S. If you want bulletin cove 
too, to fill in if a writer gets sick or ready-made with informative articl 
if there are empty spaces that need you can procure them from the Fra ij 


filling. The typist should know the ciscan Herald Press in any quantity. 7 


New Constitutions and Wearing the Scapular and Cord 
An interpretation on this point was given for the Friars Minor by the Coniff 


vincial Commissary of the Canadian Province, Fr. Serge-M. Lefebvre O.F.Ufl 
“The question of the scapular has already been asked by quite a few,” sadil 
the Commissary General. “The intention of the legislators (of the Thi | 
Order Constitutions) was to facilitate, as much as possible, the wearing () 
the scapular by making allowances for the usage and customs of ead® 
country. In the light of these usages and customs the words “sub vestimentil | 


text that the scapular is to be carried sub vestimentis and not in one’s pocki 
or in a handbag. The other part, namely “quocumque decenti modo gesten 
(in any becoming manner) intends to rule out the old prescription thik 
demanded the wearing of the scapular as a vestment, that is, one part ¢ 
the breast and the other on the back, and the two parts attached by one 
two ribbons passing over the shoulders. Henceforth one may wear it in aw 
other decent manner. This seems to be sufficiently clear.” | 


392 FRANCISCAN HERALD AND FORUA 


HECKING ATTENDANCE in the Third 
der of St. Francis has special sig- 
cance. Attendance at the monthly 
eting of the Fraternity, prescribed 
the Rule, is the only external means 
have of measuring the earnestness 
a Third Order member in the prac- 
te of the Third Order Rule of Life. 
ye monthly meeting, besides, is a 
mmon exercise of the brotherhood 
7 which all are obliged to take part. 


‘In convent orders the religious su- 
rior keeps a watchful eye for mem- 
‘rs who fail to attend the common 
ercises regularly—conventual Mass, 
oir, meals, community recreation. 
ad he notes the willingness of a sub- 
ct to obtain permission to be absent, 
at least to excuse oneself when not 
fesent at a community exercise. 


A Third Order Director or a Pre- 
ct can hardly have such a discerning 
ze as he stands in the pulpit on 
eeting Sunday with perhaps a 
urch full in front of him. He may 
yte, more or less subconsciously, that 
e crowd is large or small, but he 
not keep tab of each member as a 
ligious superior might do in the re- 
ctory or in the choir. The attend- 
ice envelope has been the normal 
ay of checking attendance for most 
aternities of the Third Order of St. 
rancis. 
Besides, it fills another use. The 
le provides for a donation to the 
ommon Fund to which each member 
to contribute according to his 
eans. This Common Fund is to be 
ed for the poor and sick members 
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Attendance-Common Fund 


Envelope 


and for the dignity of divine worship. 
From it the “per capita tax” is nor- 
mally taken for the members are not 
taxed as much as the Common Fund, 


The envelope, therefore, is some- 
times referred to as “attendance” en- 
velope and sometimes as “common 
fund” envelope. Both uses are essen- 
tial. 


The attendance envelope came into 
use in the United States about 1925 
and its use has spread through most 
of the Third Order Provinces. It is 
a measurable way of determining the 
members’ sincerity in living up to the 
Third Order profession. Obviously, 
from attendance at the monthly meet- 
ing one can conclude that the member 
is observing at least the main elements 
of the rule. It is also a means of ex- 
cusing oneself from the meetings for 
a legitimate and reasonable cause. 
Some Provinces and fraternities insist 
on a formal excuse from all members 
when they cannot be present for the 
monthly meeting; others demand this 
only of postulants and novices as a 
disciplinary measure and to form 
them in both the habit and the spirit 
of the “excuse” idea as a means of 
acquiring the spirit of obedience. Pos- 
tulants and novices are usually kept 
under more severe surveillance; pro- 
fessed members are ordinarily in- 
structed that they must consider the 
monthly meeting first. They must 
have a good reason to stay away, and 
if they cannot determine this them- 
selves, then get in touch with an ap- 
pointed officer or the director. 


Ordinarily, missing three consecu- 
tive meetings without an excuse places 
the tertiary “not in good standing” in 
the fraternity. This does not imme- 
diately jeopardize one’s standing as a 
member of the Third Order. The new 
International Constitutions demand 
that such members be warned by the 
fraternity officers and if the delin- 
quents fail to respond, that their 
names be submitted to the Visitor for 
expulsion from the Order (Art. 153). 
Care should be taken, however, that 
aged, sick and permanently excused 
tertiaries are not included in this cate- 
gory. Sometimes tertiaries who have 
been models all through life, have no 
one to look after them when they are 
sick or aged, nor do they understand 
the “excuse” method thoroughly. 

The attendance envelope is also the 
means for the tertiary to donate to 
the Common Fund. As the envelope 
is the measurable way of determining 
a tertiary’s sincerity about the Third 
Order, so it is also (for the tertiary) 
the measurable manner of manifesting 
one’s spirit of penance, mortification 
and self-denial. For donations to the 
Common Fund should come from 
what a tertiary has saved through this 
manner of practicing the spirit of pov- 
erty. Besides the Third Order Com- 
mon Fund, other demands are made 
on a tertiary’s charity and other obli- 
gations of charity are theirs. In the 
long run, a tertiary’s own little “Com- 
mon Fund Kitty” is the ideal way to 
practice the spirit of poverty in a prac- 
tical way. When church and personal 
obligations of charity are taken care 
of, what is over and above each month 
can be put into the T.O. Common 
Fund. What we want to impress on 
tertiaries is that charity must be the 
fruit of sacrifice and self-denial to 
make it twice blessed. Remember the 
widow’s mite! 


Tue Eprror. 
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DANIEL-ROPS 
(From page 383) 
others. This understanding, whi¢ 
Clare in her cell pursued by her vigi 
and penances, was exactly the samy 
as that which stood before Fr 
when he spoke to the crowds, exacth 
the same as that which penetrates } 
souls by the subtle means of repery 
ance and pardon. 


The silent prayer of thousands 
communities imprisoned by their yow 
does more to restore souls to the Myf 
tical Body of Christ than any sermoy 
There are in the course of life mr 
ments of despondency and mise} 
when the thought that one is no 
but a man rises to the mouth lil 
nausea. Nothing seems to make sens 
all is compromise, soiled irremediab}j 
degraded. The strength and courag 
of which Baudelaire speaks, to los 
upon one’s heart and body withail 
disgust is lacking. What am I? W4 
am I? Why am I such as I ar 
Death casts a mocking shadow up# 
his cruel meditation and over this uj 
believing world which is ours. 
seems that the only fitting end tog 
all is complete nothingness. Thenr 
is, when the temptation to despa 
to absurdity, is upon us all, that iti 
sweet to recall that there exists som 
place on earth, in places of safekeepiil 
marked out by the providence of ti] 
Father, where there reign indestruci 
bly, hope and love. The thew of til 
Christian turns itself to these beac 
lights to looks for the light that sho 
the way, and the cenvitaed alli 
which this little distant beam supply 
suffices to restore one to peace. 

This article by Daniel-Rops, the cel 
brated French Academician and git! 
eral editor of the proposed 60-volul 
"Twentieth Century Encyclopedia }/ 
Catholicism," appeared in L'Ecii 
Quebec, August 1958, and was tra 
lated by Xavier Carroll O.F.M. 


HERALD AND 


@eralds of the King, edited by Fr. Marion 
¥ Habig, O.F.M., Franciscan Herald Press, 
$16.50. 


| The St. Louis-Chicago Franciscan Proy- 
Jice of the Sacred Heart concludes a cen- 
jury of service this year. To commemorate 
te occasion this mammoth history of the 
rovince is published. It is a big book 
faving 840 pages of type and 64 pages of 
ictures. Presently the province has 59 
Wriars in the United States and 9 in Bra- 
gl, a dependent missionary commissariat. 

has the spiritual care of 97 parishes and 
8 institutions. It also conducts two re- 
reat houses, one at Mayslake near Chicago 
‘nd the other in Indianapolis. Its mission 
sand has 17 priests who devote their time 

preaching missions and giving retreats. 
The Sacred Heart province is the sixth 
argest province of the Order of Friars with 
42 priests, 113 clerics and 173 brothers. 


| The early chapters of the book take us 
hrough the hardships of the pioneers who 
ntedate the founding of the province. 
Jere we see how the activity of the early 
"ranciscans kept pace with the develop- 
aent of the newly discovered America. 
shortly after the founding of the province 
a 1858, Bismarck’s Kulturkampf was re- 
ponsible for a large influx of friars. From 
pen on the province grew apace. The 
‘rovince was not without its heroes during 
the three yellow fever epidemics in Mem- 
»his when three Franciscan priests and 
hree lay brothers gave their lives adminis- 
ering to the stricken. From the very be- 
‘inning the friars initiated an educational 
yrogram which has thrived through the 
ears. The history concludes with sketches 
of the lives of the saintly men of the 
yrovince. 


Without question this is a monumental 
vork and will be held in high regard by 
he serious historian. ° 


[he Marrow of the Gospel, edited by Ig- 


NOVEMBER ® 1958 


natius Brady, O.F.M., Franciscan Her- 
ald Press, $5.00. 


This is a book for all Franciscans. It 
is a study of the rule of St. Francis. In 
his introduction Fr. Lother Hardick points 
out that this is not an explanation of the 
rule since it does not profess to be a moral 


or canonical commentary. It is not in- 
tended to replace the customary explana- 
tions of the text of the rule. It is to serve 
rather as a supplement to these. This 
study emphasizes the spiritual content of 
the rule—the rule as a way of life. 

The first part The History of the Rule 
and its Early Observance is written by 
Fr. Lothar Hardick. In it he traces the 
origin of the rule which in the very be- 
ginning was nothing more than the very 
life of St. Francis. The ideals embodied 
originally in St. Francis were in great mea- 
sure translated into the rule. Once again 
we are brought face to face with the 
Franciscan brotherliness that was so evi- 
dent in the early days. The spirit of 
prayer and the spirit of work are shown 
to be essential to the Franciscan way of 
life. In the last section of this part, the 
author deals with the papal declarations 
that clarify the rule. 

Part two written by Fr. Joseph Tersch- 
lusen treats of the Franciscan rule in the 
light of current papal declarations. After 
discussing the Bull “Exiit’” of Nicholas 
III and “Exivi” of Clement V, the author 
concludes ‘‘Yet of even more importance 
for us than the letter of the text is the 
spirit that pervades both papal documents, 
the earnest desire to discover ways and 
means of preserving and yet modernizing 
the work of St. Francis without doing 
violence to its very substance. Such a 
spirit shows that the Church in her high- 
est authority on earth approved the mis- 
sion of the Saint and sought to maintain 
it under changing conditions.” 

Fr. Cajetan Esser, in the third section, 
gives an explanation of the rule of the or- 
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der in the light of the writings and sayings 
of St. Francis. His theme is this: because 
the rule is the fruit of the inner spiritual 
and mental life of St. Francis, to under- 
stand it we must try to grasp how he him- 
self wished its text to be understood. The 
entire rule of the Friars Minor is taken 
up chapter by chapter and looked at in 
the light of the inner life and spirit of the 
saint. 

In the fourth section Fr. Eberhard 
Scheffer goes over the rule again chapter 
by chapter and shows that the rule, even 
though written seven hundred years ago, 
has enduring and pertinent values for our 
Franciscan life in the twentieth century. 


Fr. Cajetan Esser rounds out the book 
with an excellent summary. A bibliography 
is added which is ‘‘more fundamental and 
formative than exhaustive.” This book 
deserves to be classed among the outstand- 
ing Franciscan publications. ° 


Riches and the Spirit, Stephane J. Piat, 
O.F.M., Trans, John Oligny, O.F.M. 
Franciscan Herald Press, $3.95. 


This book is not a methodically planned 
series of meditations on the proper use of 
money. Rather the author has taken cer- 
tain teachings and episodes from the Gos- 
pels which deal with money and the spirit 
of poverty. These he has reassembled and 
regrouped in such a way as to bring out 
in greater relief that detachment from the 
goods of this world which constitutes one 
of the fundamental characteristics of Chris- 
tian morality. At the center of the dis- 
cussion is Christ whose example sheds light 
on his teachings on detachment and the 
spirit of poverty. Pondering these ideals 
we instinctively think of the Poverello of 
Assisi. Amid the enthusiastic crowds of 
the thirteenth century Italy, Francis culled, 
contemplated and lived these very ideals. 
The Gospel texts that the author chooses 
to comment upon were a great inspiration 
to Francis and his followers. The discus- 
sion, however, is brought right up to date 
when the writer quotes from pontifical 
texts which deal with the Church’s posi- 
tion on social problems. The upshot of the 
entire discussion comes down to the Chris- 
tian attitude toward money and property. 
Possessions bespeak responsibility before 
God. Fr. Piat brings home that lesson in 
a very striking manner in Riches and the 
Spirit. 

Selection of Franciscan Book Club ° 


The Little Flower of St. Francis, Raphael 
Brown, Hanover House, $3.95. 
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This perennial Franciscan Classic is pub4 
lished in a completely new and up to date 
translation, based primarily on the origina 
Latin text of the Actus Beati Franciscs 
written by Brother Ugolino di Monte 
Santa Maria. In his introduction the trans 
lator points out that this work played ; 
major role, only now being realized, in thd 
important Observant reform of the earl 
fifteenth century in the three great saints 
Bernardine of Siena, James of the Marck 
and John Capistran. “By giving the worl« 
a broader and more vivid portrait of thi 
Poverello and by glorifying his early com 
panions and his later followers in thil 
Marches who remained loyal to the Orde 
and the Church, who fought and suffere 
for the pure Franciscan ideal, Brother 
Ugolino made a major contribution to thi 
regeneration of the order.” 


In addition to the Fioretti this editioz( 
contains Considerations on the Holy Stigi 
mata, the Life of Brother Juniper, thi} 
Life of Brother Giles by Brother Leo, thi 
Sayings of Brother Giles. Twenty addid 
tional incidents are included in this ediv 
tion. This is their first appearance in Eng} 
lish. Raphael Brown is to be _highli/ 
commended for his painstaking efforts ti 
give up a very readable version with som: 
informative notations. E 


Selection of Franciscan Book Club 


John Duns Scotus, Beraude de Sain 
Maurice, Franciscan Herald Press, Gi 
cents. 


Scotus will welcome this new pamphlell 
It not only gives a brief sketch of his lift 
but gives also an insight into his chial! 
doctrines. There is so much about Scotus 
that is little understood or misunderstoo 
Univocal Being, Formal Distinction, Pr’: 
macy of the Will, his Christocemreas doo 
trine are summarized in_ this pamphlel] 
This pamphlet is a condensation of a ful 
length book made by Benedict Leutenes 
ger, O.F.M. 
Vocation of the Sick, Josephine Klauses 

Franciscan Herald Press, 15 cents. 


This pamphlet treats the age old ques 
tion “Why must I suffer?” It attempts \¢ 
show how suffering fits into the diviyé 
scheme of things. The big pity in ‘lt 
world is not suffering but so much wastet 
suffering. Once we learn to unite oj 
suffering with Calvary we profit greati 
from our cross. This the pamphlet shov# 
in detail. 


HPpeatn AKIN cmobpillt 


CALENDAR OF PLENARY 
INDULGENCES 
NOVEMBER 


All Saints, G.A. 


All Souls of the Order, Conv. (Cap. 
Wet, 5, Fran. Dec. 1, T.O.R. Dec. 2) 


mt. Didacus C. 1 Or. 
St. Josaphat B.M. 
St. Agnes of Assisi V. 2 Or. ] 


St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Wd. 3 Or. 
Patron—G.A. and P.1. 


| Presentation of B.V. Mary G.A. 
Bl. Catherine of Alexandria V.M. G.A. 
§ St. Leonard of Port Maurice C. 1 Or. 

| BI. Delphine V. 3 Or., Conv. (Fran. 
8 Sept. 20, Cap. and T.O.R. Dec. 9) 

St. James of the March C. 1 Or. 
f All Saint of the Order. Also P.I. for 
Renewal of profession—One day of the 
Novena in honor of the Immaculate 
Conception P.I. 


OUNG GIRLS, have you completed the 
Wighth grade and desire to become a Sister? 
Home to our ASPIRANT SCHOOL and 
Me one of our FUTURE FRANCISCAN 
MISTERS OF THE IMMACULATE 
ONCEPTION while you are acquiring 
jour high school credits. Write: Reverend 
“lother General, St. Mary of the Angelis 
Sonvent, 1000-30th Street, Rock Island, 


ROYAL JELLY 


SOYAL JELLY CAPSULES. Month’s 
lupply; regular $9.00 value, special 
5.95. 90 day supply, special $14.85. 
(\pi-Vitalex” - Dept. FH-9, Box 6674, 


Hallas 19, Texas. 


““PLAY-MASS’”’ SET | 
Makes an Ideal Gift 


/ For vocation-minded Catholic boys. Made of 


/Surable white plastic fabric, with brightly 


jeolored crosses. Set consists of chasuble, 
"maniple, stole, glass chalice, chalice cover. 
3 altar cards, and ‘‘The Mass Book.” $5.98 
postpaid. THE MIDLAND CO., 3681 Lake Ave., 
Dept. N.W. Rochester 12, N. Y. 


@Obituaries 


Sr. Gertrudis Juergensen (Hartwell), Sr. 

Alma Rothermel (Joliet), Srs. Vincentina 
Hoefling, Joanita Abt, Clara Hartman (Old- 
enburg), Sr. Modesta Howling (Rochester), 
Sr. Coletta Adamietz (Little Falls, Minn.). 
Sr. Henrica Neeb (Rochester), Sr. Victoria 
Koch (Wheaton), Sr. Barbara Tobin (Du- 
buque). 
—Chicago: Wilhelmina Pehler — Houston: 
Alex Victoria McMillian, Flora D. Spawn 
— Elyria: Jacob Knechtges — Louisville: 
Hermia Gimpel, Louis Flesch, Martina 
Schwierman—Paterson: Mary Provencher 
—Pittsburgh: Anna Herbst, Helen Schirra, 
Emma Schuetz—Superior: Ann Stark—St. 
Bernard: Anna Brockmann — Munster, 
Texas: Mary Gruing, Mary Knauf, Bernard 
Voth, Mary Walterscheid, C. M. Walter- 
scheid, Joseph Pantler, Edward Schmitt, 
Mary Elurhardt, Kathrin Herr, Louis Stein- 
burger, Elizabeth Knabe. 


BE A CLAIM 


INVESTIGATOR 


INVESTIGATE ACCIDENTS! Many 
earning $750 to $1000 a month. Thou- 
sands of insurance companies, airlines, steamship lines 
and Government Offices need Claim Investigators. Also 
big opportunities for your own spare time business. We 
train you at home. National Placement Service FREE of 
extra charge. Bill King writes: ‘‘Your course has paid off 
for me with Jarge earnings. You can quote me—your 
Adjuster Training Course is worth many times the cost.’’ 
Writs TODAY for FREE hook. 


UNIVERSAL SCHOOLS 


University Park, Dept. ST-I!, Box 8202, Dallas 5, Texas 


BEAUTIFUL SHRINE ALTAR 


for Home and Classroom. 33°" x 30°" x 18°° 
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¥. 
Ideal as a home altar or shrine around which the Family 
losary, Night Prayers, and other family or personal de- 


yotions might be said. Made of white corrugated board, a 
real piece of furniture, complete with reversible tabernacle 
and cross. Beautifully decorated in blue and red. In- 
cludes missal stand. $6.98 postpaid. 

AN IDEAL GIFT FOR THE CATHOLIC HOME! 


THE MIDLAND COMPANY 
Box |, Dept. N.W., Charlotte Sta., Rochester 12, N.Y. 


FRANCISCAN BOOK CLUB SELECTIONS | 


The books here are representative of the 
books to be offered the members of FRAN- 
CISCAN BOOK CLUB at savings up to 50%. 
This is a new way of prov iding Franciscana 


What the Club Gives You! 


representing the best in Franciscana from all 
publishers. Savings up to 50% on each selection. 


1. FOUR SELECTIONS A YEAR 


WeNGet wt aeeae = for each year of membership. 


3. THE QUARTERLY FRANCISCAN BOOK NEWS 


ss es a 


Begin Your Membership NOW by ordering MISSION TO PARADISE plus one of the books below 
; BOOKS FOR EVERY AGE AND TASTE 


THE WORDS OF ST. FRANCIS Coni- 
piled by James Meyer, O.F.M. 
Published at $3.00 

FRANCISCAN LIFE IN CHRIST. by 
Mark Stier, O.F.M. Cap. Pub- 
lished at $3.00 


JRE ROOK OF Lire by 3. 
Wolter, O.F.M. Publ at 
$1.75 

_yjoun puns scorus by Berand de 
Sainte-Maurice. Published at $3. 


THE LEGEND AND WRITINGS OF 
SAINT CLADE OF ASSISI translated 
by Ignatius Brady, O.F.M. Pub- 
lished at $2.75 

IMMORTAL PROFILE by Ernest 
Pallascio-Morin. Published at 
$2.50 

ON LEAVE FROM HEAVEN by Abel 
Morea. Published at $2.50 

THE MILITANT LIFE by Stephen 
J. Piat, O.F.M. Published at 
$2.75 - 

FRANCISCAN spitrruaLity by Val- 
entine Breton, O.F.M. Published 
at $1.75 

ONCE UPON A TIME IN assist by 
Ancelete Hustasche. PLUS tHe 
LITTLEST BROTHER by Sr, Joselma. 


Published at $2.00 


NAME 
PLUS ONE OF 
YOUR CHOICE ADDRESS 


FOR ONLY erry 


Please enroll me as a member and send me, for only 
$2.98, plus 20¢ postage and handling, the 2 books; 
MISSION TO PARADISE and the one I have chosen. I am to 
receive free the monthly Franciscan Book News. I am 
to receive a Free Bonus Book for each four purchases, 
I may cancel my membership without obligation at any 
time after accepting four selections. — O 
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for Franciscans. Experienced Board of 
tors selects books from among those of 
publishers. Selections will cover the wi 
variety of Franciscan interests. 


Che Best for the Least 


ri ie ve 


which wilf tell you about the quarterly 
selection and keep you abreast of all 
Franciscana published, 


FRANCIS AND CLARE, SAINTS or 
assist by Helen Walker Honitan.— 
Published at $L9S 

ST. ELIZABETH'S THREE CROWNS 
by Blance Jennings Thompson, 
lecturér, weiter. Published at 
$1.95 

ST. ANTHONY AND THE CHRIST 
cuny by Helen Walker Homan, 
Published at $1.95 

rae West by Mark 
hed at $1.95 


THE CROSS IN 
Boesch. Publ 


ey 
KEMME TO Me. UNG 


“Here is a popularization which will satisfy 

the specialist! This volume will acquaint 

many with the greatness of Father Serra, and 

this alone makes it a valuable addition to the . 
growing field of Serra.” 

—John Bernard McGloin SJ. 
“The Americas” Quarterly Review of 
Inter-American Cultural History 


THE FRANCISCAN Book CLuB 1h ia 


é PLUS THE BOO 


The Words of St, Frane 
Franciscan Life in Christ 
‘The Book of Life 
‘The Legend and Wi 
of St. Clare 


Tmortal Profile | 4 4 
On Leave from Hew 
Militant Life 
Franciscan Spiritual 
One Upon a Time 
and The Littlest B 


O Francis and Clare: 


1434 West Fifty-First Stree, Chicago 9, Hlinots 


of Assisi A 
: (Please Print) .@) St. Anes the 


Ch 
=e $e ere Gross in the West 
O John Duns Scotus 


—— -ZONE. STATE. 


(remittance nerewire f oO BILL ME 


THE FRANCISCAN BOOK CLUB = 1434 WEST 51ST STREET » CHICAGO 9. 


oO St. Elizabeth's Thr © 
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